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Important Dates to Remember 

February 7, 9 p.m. ET – President Biden’s State of the Union Address 
February 11 – Winter SEC Meeting 
February 16 – CCDP Executive Committee Meeting 
February 20, 6 p.m. – Chatham County Board of Commissioners Meeting 
February 25 - March 11 – Annual Precinct Meetings 
March 20 – Chatham County Board of Commissioners Meeting 
April 15 – Annual CCDP County Convention 

For more upcoming events and details, visit: https://www.ccdpnc.org/calendar-of-events  

### 

News from the North Carolina Democratic Party 

This week’s news releases: 
NCDP Welcomes Vice President Harris to Raleigh 
North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) Chair Bobbie Richardson released the 
following statement ahead of Vice President Kamala Harris’ event in Raleigh today, 
where she will discuss the Biden-Harris administration’s investments in small 
businesses:  
“We’re thrilled to welcome Vice President Harris back to Raleigh today to discuss the 
Biden-Harris administration’s work to invest in North Carolina’s small businesses. 
Thanks to the support of the Biden-Harris administration, the last two years have been 
the strongest on record for new small business applications, with more than 10 million 
applications across the country. Small businesses are the backbone of our economy 
and the heart of what keeps America competitive. Democrats are committed to 
continuing to invest in our small businesses because we understand that when they do 
well, our economy does too.” 
ICYMI: NCGA Republicans Continue to Cut Corporate Taxes While Record Low 
Investment Hurts North Carolina  
North Carolina Republicans’ plan to cut taxes for corporations instead of investing in our 
public schools and state services threaten our public institutions and is taking our state 
down a “reckless path” according to a new editorial. For years, Republicans have 
underfunded education and critical services North Carolinians rely on and now they’ve 
left schools, state agencies, and courts understaffed and teacher and state employee 
pay falling behind inflation. 
North Carolinians are tired of bearing the cost of Republicans’ dangerous economic plan 
that only benefits those at the top, plummets North Carolina’s K-12 standing, and fails to 
invest in our economic future.  
Read more:  
The News and Observer:  Republicans’ tax-cut fever has hurt NC. Now they want 
to cut more 

• Since Republicans began aggressively cutting taxes in 2013, the state has lost 
billions of dollars in revenue. The effects are showing up in high vacancy rates in 
state agencies and the courts as state employees’ pay has lost ground to 
inflation. 

• Legislation responding to the pandemic and in support of infrastructure work and 
clean energy transition have provided billions of dollars to the states. That 
revenue has temporarily masked how negligent the legislature has been in 
meeting the state’s basic obligations, let alone providing for its future. 

• The tax cuts cost the state billions of dollars in lost revenue annually. Additional 
tax cuts that will take effect this year will reduce state tax revenue by $1.7 billion 
more. Imagine what that amount could do to increase teacher pay or lower tuition 
at North Carolina’s public universities or provide more support for mental health 
care. 

• The surge in federal funding will not last, but more tax cuts are coming. The state 
corporate tax has fallen from 6.9 percent to 2.5 percent and will be phased out by 
2030. The personal income tax has been stepped down from a two-tier 
progressive tax with a top rate of 7.75 percent to a flat tax of 4.75 percent today. 

• “There’s this pursuit of zero income taxes without the acknowledgment that they 
will need to find dollars elsewhere and the place they will look to is the sales tax.” 

ICYMI: Speaker Moore’s “Shameful Power Grab” Could “Undermine Voters” 
Media reports are highlighting backlash against Speaker Tim Moore’s proposed rules 
change in the North Carolina State House that would allow Republicans to call veto 
override votes with no notice, calling it a “shameful power grab” as advocates warn that 
the change “subverts democracy and the will of the voters.”   
The change represents the type of deception and trickery that North Carolina 
Republicans are willing to resort to to pass their extreme and dangerous agenda.  
Read more:  
ABC11: Civil rights groups: Proposed NC House rules 'shameful power grab' 

• Opponents argue the change is meant to undermine the democratic process and 
railroad through conservative policy, such as an abortion ban. 

• "The surprise votes rob us of our right to speak to our representatives before 
important votes happen, cutting us out to the law-making process," said Common 
Cause NC HBCU Fellow Miles Beasley. 

• "He's resorting to cheating and 'got ya' tactics that would push his anti-LGBTQ 
agenda rather than allowing democracy to work as it's supposed to," said 
Equality North Carolina Organizing Director Eliazar Posada. 

• "What we're seeing with these proposed House rules with the veto override vote 
are undermining the will of the people and we definitely ask Speaker Moore to 
reconsider his proposed rules...to be able to come together in bipartisan way in 
order to support what the people want and constituents in an honorable way," 
said Planned Parenthood South Atlantic Public Affairs Director Jillian Riley. 

Associated Press: Advocates warn House rule change could undermine voters 
• North Carolina civil rights advocates denounced a House rule change Tuesday 

that could allow Republicans to override vetoes on contentious bills with little 
notice, saying it subverts democracy and the will of voters. 

• Republicans pushed through temporary operating rules this month that omitted a 
longstanding requirement that chamber leaders give at least two days’ notice 
before holding an override vote.  

• House Speaker Tim Moore “didn’t get the votes he needs to override Cooper’s 
veto on an abortion ban during the midterm election,” Riley said. “So, what now? 
He wants to change the rules and circumvent the Democratic process so that he 
can pass a draconian abortion ban in the middle of the night.” 

NCDP Celebrates Black History Month 
North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) Chair Bobbie Richardson and NCDP African 
American Caucus President Collette Alston released the following joint statement:  
“This February, Democrats call on our fellow North Carolinians to honor and celebrate 
Black history, the sacrifices made by those giants who came before us, and the 
achievements of our brothers and sisters who have impacted our nation’s history in a 
profound way. May we also reflect on and move to improve upon the ongoing struggles 
of Black Americans in this country and the systemic racism that continues to needlessly, 
brutally, and unjustly take and affect Black lives. North Carolina Democrats remain 
committed to the work to push America toward justice and to fulfilling the promise of our 
unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  
This Week’s Point/Counterpoint: 

• POINT:  North Carolina’s proposed tax cuts will stimulate the economy.  
• COUNTERPOINT: The tax cuts cost the state billions of dollars in lost revenue 

annually. Additional tax cuts that will reduce revenue by $1.7 billion. Imagine 
what that amount could do to increase teacher pay or lower tuition at North 
Carolina’s public universities or provide more support for health care – all of 
which help support our workforce and economy. 

### 

News from Neighbors on Call 

Governance 
• On Wednesday the NC General Assembly reconvened for its long 

legislative session after a two-week break. Some of the first bills filed on 
Wednesday were similar to bills filed in previous sessions that were either not 
passed by both chambers or vetoed by Governor Cooper. These included: 
• a bill that would legalize medical marijuana, which previously passed the NC 

Senate but stalled in the NC House, and  
• a bill that would require sheriffs to cooperate with ICE, which has been 

passed and vetoed twice previously.  
• The NCGA is also expected to take up other previously vetoed bills  
• loosening regulations for pistol permits,  
• prohibiting teaching about systemic racism in public schools,  
• requiring teachers to inform parents about students’ gender identities,  
• and making rioting a felony.  
• Finally, Republican leaders signaled an interest in passing more restrictive 

abortion laws, while Democrats introduced a bill on Thursday to codify Roe v. 
Wade in state law. 

Education Policy 
• On Wednesday a Republican in the NC House (Rep. Hugh Blackwell, Burke 

County) filed a bill that would limit the governor’s power to shape the State 
Board of Education. HB 17 would propose a constitutional amendment to make 
most of the seats on the State Board of Education open for election rather than 
appointed by the governor and would make the elected state superintendent the 
chair of the State Board of Education. 

Health Care Policy 
• Top NC Republican legislator will push for medical marijuana again this 

year “The new legislative session began Wednesday morning, and the very first 
bill filed in the N.C. Senate was Sen. Bill Rabon’s ‘Compassionate Care Act.’ It 
would allow medical — but not recreational — marijuana use statewide.” - by Will 
Doran and Luciana Perez Uribe Guinassi, News and Observer 

• Dr. Amy Bryant, an OB-GYN in Orange County, filed suit in federal court on 
Wednesday over state restrictions on abortion pills. Naming both state and 
county attorney generals and state health agency figures as defendants in their 
official capacities, the suit charges that North Carolina’s restrictions on the 
prescription of mifepristone that go beyond those imposed by the FDA are 
burdensome to physicians and patients. 

• On Wednesday the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals heard oral arguments in 
a case over the State Health Plan’s illegal denial of gender-affirming care 
for transgender people covered by the plan. While the case, Kadel v. Folwell, 
was originally decided in the plaintiff’s favor in 2019, with a federal judge ruling 
that the State Health Plan’s ban on gender-affirming care for transgender people 
violated the U.S. Constitution and the Civil Rights Act by discriminating on the 
basis of sex and transgender status, State Treasurer Dale Folwell has continued 
to appeal the ruling. 

• Despite expected failure, NC Democrats push to protect abortion by 
codifying Roe v. Wade "Democrats in both chambers of the General Assembly 
filed a bill Wednesday to codify Roe v. Wade into North Carolina law.” - by Kyle 
Ingram, News and Observer 

Criminal Justice 
• In response to an attack in December on two Duke Energy substations in Moore 

County and a recent attack on a substation in Randolph County, Rep. Ben 
Moss, Jr. (a Republican who represents Moore and Richmond counties) 
introduced a bill to add 24-hour security systems to power stations. Other 
power stations around the country have been similarly targeted in what federal 
investigators believe might be the work of far-right extremists. 

### 

News from Democracy NC 
This morning, on the first day of Black History Month, NC lawmakers revived a piece of 
harmful, dangerous legislation that would directly impact Black North Carolinians.  
House Bill 40 aims to crack down on “rioting and civil disorder” by increasing penalties 
for such behavior. It was introduced in another form two years ago as a direct response 
to the Black Lives Matter protests and vetoed by Gov. Cooper. This legislation is clearly 
intended to criminalize protest, deter people from exercising free speech, and 
discredit First Amendment rights by misrepresenting them as violent or dangerous 
acts.  
In the aftermath of the recent killings of Tyre Nichols and Darryl Tyree Williams, 
the timing of this legislation cannot be ignored. This feels like an explicit message 
to the people of North Carolina: stay in line or pay the price. It’s disturbing and 
disheartening, particularly in a month aimed at celebrating the Black community.  
We’ll be monitoring this bill in the weeks ahead and asking for your help in defeating it 
once again. In the immediate days here’s a concrete way to make a difference toward a 
case that could bring about real, positive change for Black communities across our 
state. 
Tomorrow, February 2nd, the North Carolina Supreme Court will hear oral arguments 
in CSI v. Moore, a 2022 case that restored the voting rights of over 56,000 North 
Carolinians across the state. The court will then determine if people with prior felony 
convictions will continue to be allowed to register to vote. 
>> Join our partners at Forward Justice in the NC Supreme Court Courtroom (2 E. 
Morgan Street in Raleigh) on Feb. 2 at 9:30am! Packing the court will show your 
support for the fight to maintain the largest expansion of voting rights in North Carolina 
since 1965. You can also watch virtually.  
The stakes couldn’t be higher and we’ll keep you posted on what happens next. 
Thank you for being part of our work, even in dark times that show us there is much 
work to be done on the journey toward true liberation. 
In solidarity, 
Cheryl Carter and Adrienne Kelly 
Co-Executive Directors, Democracy NC 

### 

News from Attorney General Josh Stein’s Office 

CONSUMER ALERT 

Be Wary of Fake Annual Report Notices 
Our office has recently been alerted of a new scam: business owners are receiving 
letters and notices that offer to assist them with filing their annual reports and 
“renewing” their business for high fees up to $500. Remember that LLCs can file 
annual reports directly with the NC Secretary of State’s Office for a $200 fee. The 
annual report fee for business corporations is $25. 
If you or your company receive a letter offering to assist you with filing annual reports, 
remember to: 

• Read the Fine Print and Be Skeptical when a company is asking for hefty fees 
and expressing a sense of urgency. 

• Avoid conducting corporate filings using third-parties who appear to act on 
behalf of the Sec. of State. Annual report fees with the Secretary of State’s Office 
and all deadlines and guidelines for your business can be found online here. 

• Confirm with a trusted source. If you are suspicious of a letter regarding your 
annual report or other corporate filings, contact the Secretary of State’s Office 
directly. 

If you receive a deceptive letter or notice or believe you have been the victim of a scam, 
contact our office’s Consumer Protection Division at 1-877-5-NO-SCAM or file a 
complaint online. 
CONSUMER ALERT 
Keep the Rivalry Between UNC and Duke, Not You and a Scammer 
It’s rivalry week in North Carolina, which means the University of North Carolina and 
Duke University will be competing in Cameron Indoor Stadium for NC bragging rights. 
This rivalry week face-off marks the first time since Coach K’s retirement, so tickets will 
be hard to come by. Some scammers might try to sell fake tickets using third-party sites 
or upcharge the ticket price to take advantage of people’s excitement. 
If you are trying to get tickets to the game this weekend, make sure you are taking the 
following precautions to prevent ticket sale scams. 

• Buy tickets through reputable ticket sale sites and double-check the URL on the 
web browser by looking for a lock icon and by making sure it starts with “https:”. 

• Look for and read the refund policy carefully. Reputable sellers should have this 
information clearly displayed, and they should be able to answer any questions 
you have about your tickets. 

• Do your research to make sure that the ticket you want to purchase is 
comparable to prices from other sites. 

• Use a credit card when buying tickets so you can dispute the charge if there’s an 
issue. 

• If tickets are being resold in person, remember that state law prohibits charging 
anything more than $3 over the face value of the ticket. 

Don’t let scammers slam dunk into your wallet. If you think you or someone you know 
has been the victim of a scam, file a complaint with our office’s Consumer Protection 
Division at https://ncdoj.gov/file-a-complaint/ or by phone at 1-877-5-NO-SCAM. 

### 

Selected News and Opinion Stories of Note 

Politico: How Democrats Got Sidetracked in Their Swing State of the Future 

Carolina Public Press: Wave of Rural Nursing Home Closures Grows Amid 
Staffing Crunch 

The Assembly NC: Wandering the Desert  

(This story is about ‘news deserts’: counties that have no more than one source 
of local news – there are 60 counties in NC that are defined as news deserts, and 
six have no source of local news at all.) 

Chapelboro.com: NC Democrats Pitch Abortion Safeguards Despite GOP Majority 

Chapelboro.com: Pittsboro Brings Legal Action in Lawsuit Against 3M, DuPont 
and Other Chemical Companies for PFAS Contamination 

NC Policy Watch: Pittsboro Sues 20 Companies, Including 3M, Chemours, DuPont 
Over PFAS Contamination in Town Drinking Water 

Southern Environmental Law Center: The ‘Sinister’ Hog Industry of Eastern North 
Carolina 

Chatham News + Record: County’s Growing Economy, Location Boosts Optimism 

Chatham News + Record: ‘One Chatham’ Has 12 Goals and 111 Strategies. Here’s 
How it’s Coming Together 

WRAL: NC Speaker ‘Confident’ Tougher Rioting Punishments Will Pass 

Apple Podcast: EPA Administrator Michael Regan on N.C. Roots, Climate and 
Political Future 

Carolina Public Press: Is Rural America Growing Again? Recent Data Suggests 
‘Yes’ 

Ballotpedia: An Update on the Partisan Composition of State Legislatures 

Chatham News + Record: New ‘Master Plan’ Set to Help Study Programs, 
Amenities 

WRAL: Never-Before-Seen Video Shows Dr. King Speaking at NCSU as the KKK 
Protests 

The Assembly NC: Mark Walker Floats a Test Balloon 

EdNC: Districts Could Be Headed for Teacher Drop-Off in the 2024-25 School Year 

IndyWeek.com: K – 12 Teach Vacancies Up Nearly 60 Percent According to New 
Report

Dear friends,  
  
Thanks to the more than 300 of you who joined us last night for “How Michigan Did It!” 
We welcome your feedback - please reply to share your thoughts with us. 
  
We’re so grateful to Michigan Democratic Party Chair Lavora Barnes for her 
generosity of spirit and for sharing her experience building a robust ground game. In 
2017, she had a clear vision for year-round organizing in all 83 counties in the state 
and then prioritized fundraising and staffing for “Project 83.” Since then, Michigan 
Democrats have racked up new victories each year!  
  
Thank you to NC Rep. Diamond Staton-Williams for leading us through this chock-full 
discussion and to NC Sen. Sydney Batch for her grounding words - and to both of 
them for advocating on a daily basis for all of us.  
  
Here are next steps: 

1. Watch and/or share the video recording of last night’s meeting.  

  

2. Tune in to County to County’s NCDP candidate forum on Monday 2/6. RSVP 
here.  

  

3. Join Carolina Forward’s meeting on Wednesday 2/8. RSVP here. 

  

With much gratitude for all of you, 
The NoC team 
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