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Democrats Are on a Roll! 
(Info Courtesy of NCDP) 

Look at what President Biden and Democrats have gotten done in just the past couple 
of weeks! 

• The U.S. Senate and House passed the Inflation Reduction Act - the most 
significant legislation in history to tackle the climate crisis. 

o Once signed into law by President Biden, the Inflation Reduction Act will: 
▪ invest $369 billion to address the climate crisis and secure our 

energy future 
▪ lower the cost of prescription drugs and cap seniors’ out of pocket 

spending for prescription drugs at $2000 per year 
▪ reduce health insurance premiums by $800 for 13 million 

Americans who are covered under the Affordable Care Act 
▪ tackle inflation by lowering the deficit and costs for regular families 
▪ combat the existential crisis of climate change 
▪ create jobs manufacturing solar panels, wind turbines, and electric 

vehicles in America with American workers 
▪ lower families’ energy costs by hundreds of dollars each year 

o The best part? All of this is paid for by establishing a minimum corporate 
tax so that our richest corporations start to pay their fair share. It does not 
raise taxes on those making under $400,000 a year – not one cent. 

• President Biden signed the CHIPS and Science Act into law - making historic 
investments that will position American workers, communities, and businesses to 
compete and win the race for the 21st century. 

o It will: 
▪ strengthen American manufacturing, supply chains, and national 

security 
▪ invest in research and development, science and technology, and 

the workforce of the future to keep the US the leader in the 
industries of tomorrow (including nanotechnology, clean energy, 
quantum computing, and artificial intelligence) 

• President Biden signed the PACT Act into law - the most significant law in our 
nation’s history to help millions of veterans who were exposed to toxic 
substances during their military service. 

o It is also the most significant expansion of VA health care in 30 years. 
o The PACT Act will: 

▪ expand access to VA health care and benefits for toxic exposed 
veterans and their survivors 

▪ improve care and increase research related to toxic exposures 
▪ provide VA with important resources to serve veterans, their 

families, caregivers, and survivors 

• The US carried out a successful counterterrorism mission against the leader 
of al Qaeda 

• The average national gas price has dropped below $4 per gallon. 
o With over a dollar drop in just 58 days, this is the fastest decline in gas 

prices in over a decade. 

• President Biden issued a 2nd Executive Order on Reproductive Healthcare 
Access. 

o This Executive order will: 
▪ support patients traveling out of state for medical care 
▪ ensure health care providers comply with federal non-discrimination 

law 
▪ promote research and data collection on maternal health outcomes 

o He has also called on Congress to codify the right to abortion and 
expressed support in changing the filibuster rules to codify Roe v. 
Wade into law. 

Alternatively, and no surprise to us, NC Republicans have been playing partisan games 
and are on the wrong side of every vote: 

• CHIPS Act: 
o Richard Burr voted “no” 

• PACT Act: 
o Budd originally voted “no,” but then caved after veterans pressured him 

into voting “yes” 
o Tillis voted “no” 

• Inflation Reduction Act: 
o Tillis voted “no” 
o Burr voted “no” 
o Budd voted “no” 

• Republicans voted against lowering insulin costs: Not only did every Senate 
Republican oppose the Inflation Reduction Act, which will lower costs for working 
families, 43 Republican senators (Including Richard Burr and Thom Tillis) 
blocked a cap on out-of-pocket insulin costs for Americans on private insurance. 
Republicans once again proved they’ll choose Big Pharma over lowering 
Americans’ health care costs on life-saving medicine. 

Topline Talking Points: President Biden Delivering for America's Veterans 

• President Biden believes our nation has a sacred obligation to properly prepare 
and equip the troops we send into harm’s way and care for them and their 
families when they return home. The PACT Act is a critical step forward to fulfill 
that sacred obligation. 

• Congress answered President Biden’s call to strengthen health care and benefits 
for America’s veterans, their families, caregivers, and survivors. 

• The bipartisan PACT Act is the most significant expansion of benefits and 
services for toxic-exposed veterans in more than 30 years. 

• President Biden ran on a promise to work across the aisle to get things 
done. He did just that. 

• He also ran on a promise to unify the country, and this bill demonstrates that we 
can all unite around supporting our veterans. 

  
Topline Talking Points: President Biden Signs the CHIPS and Science Act 

• Under the Biden Administration, we have already seen record manufacturing job 
growth, and we are now laying the groundwork for America to win the future. 

• Companies – including Qualcomm and Micron – are already investing billions of 
dollars here at home in response to this legislation that will rebuild our supply 
chains and manufacturing here at home. 

• The CHIPS and Science Act will make cars cheaper, appliances cheaper, and 
computers cheaper. It will lower the costs of every day goods. And, it will create 
high-paying manufacturing jobs across the country and strengthen U.S. 
leadership in the industries of the future at the same time. 

• The CHIPS and Science Act is exactly what we need to be doing to grow our 
economy and lower costs right now. By making more semiconductors in the 
United States, this bill will increase domestic manufacturing and lower costs for 
families.  And, it will strengthen our national security by making us less 
dependent on foreign sources of semiconductors. 

• This bill also includes important guardrails to ensure that companies receiving tax 
payer dollars invest in America and that union workers are building new 
manufacturing plants across the country. 

• As President Biden said when he signed it into the law, the CHIPS and Science 
Act is about the story, spirit, and soul of America. 

Topline Talking Points: the Senate passes the Inflation Reduction Act 

• Not one middle class person filling out their taxes will find that they are facing 
higher taxes or higher tax rates because of the corporate minimum tax. It’s that 
simple. 

• The only people who have proposed raising taxes on Americans earning under 
$400,000 are Senate Republicans with an agenda put forward by Senator Rick 
Scott. 

• The analysis has been clear: the corporate minimum tax will only raise 
taxes on 150 corporations earning more than $1 billion in profits who pay less 
than 15% in taxes. 

• To say otherwise is flat wrong -- as economists across the spectrum have said -- 
and is just trying to defend tax loopholes for huge corporations. 

• This tax keeps the President’s pledge. He campaigned on ensuring that large, 
profitable corporations can’t get away with paying $0 in federal income taxes, 
and making our tax code fairer by raising taxes from large corporations and the 
wealthy, while ensuring no one earning under $400,000 per year pays a penny 
more in taxes. 

Get Your Tickets Now for Our Chatham Dems Together Fundraiser Sept. 9! 

It’s not too late to have a great evening AND help us raise the funds needed to elect 
Democratic candidates!  

Purchase tickets here. 

 

### 

Events 
Tuesday, August 16, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Elections Regular Meeting 
Board of Elections Office 
984 Thompson Street, Suite D 
Pittsboro 
The board meeting will be open to the public at the Board of Elections office; 984 
Thompson Street, Suite D, Pittsboro, NC 27312 and online via GoToMeeting.  
Meeting access information will be available to citizens prior to each meeting and 
available at the meeting. 
To sign up to receive meeting notices click this link: https://www.chathamnc.org/about-
us/sign-up-for-e-notifier  
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/992944765  
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (646) 749-3122  
 
Access Code: 992-944-765  
Saturday, August 20, 4-8 p.m. 
Here and Now!  
South Chatham Dems Pig Pickin' Dinner, Rally, and Precinct Organizing Event 
Event address is private (sign up for more details) 
Let's rally South Chatham County Democrats during a fun, raucous Pig Pickin' dinner! 
Candidates running for office will load your plate with Ronald Taylor's famous spit-grilled 
pork barbeque and side dishes by Rufu's restaurant. After dinner, sit with candidates 
and ask questions, express concerns, and voice your opinion. Hang around so we can 
elect precinct officers and make Bonlee, Crossroads, Goldston and Moncure precincts a 
powerhouse in Chatham County. Bring your left-leaning unaffiliated friends. 
This event is FREE. Donations to cover costs appreciated. NOTE: We encourage voters 
from Bonlee, Crossroads, Goldston and Moncure precincts to attend, but all are 
welcome. If you're not sure what precinct you're in, look up your address here: https://
vt.ncsbe.gov/pplkup/ 
Sign up here. 
Take Action! 

News from the North Carolina Democratic Party 
“Where’s Ted Budd?” Conservative Radio Host “Worried” About Budd’s MIA 
Campaign 
Congressman Budd hasn’t appeared to host a public campaign event for a month. 
If Ted Budd isn’t fundraising with an election denier, where is he? A conservative radio 
host is now asking the same question and expressing concern with his lack of public 
campaigning. For the last month, Budd has been MIA on the campaign trail – last seen 
campaigning with voters   on July 9th. 
LISTEN: 

 
“Where's Ted Budd? When's the last time you saw a commercial for Ted Budd? When's 
the last time you saw a big event with Ted Budd here in North Carolina? When's the last 
time you saw any fire and fury being attached to the importance of this race?  
“I know there's emails that go around and there's contact points that go out and things 
like that, but we know how the congressman ran back in the primary and it was not to 
participate in debates. It was not to really do the sort of granular work that you have to 
do.  
But I worry about this. I worry about this race.” 
NCDP Statement on Biden Signing CHIPS and Science Act of 2022 Into Law 
Every North Carolina Republican in the U.S. House voted against the CHIPS and 
Science Act 
President Biden signed into law the bipartisan CHIPS and Science Act of 2022, which 
will make historic investments that will poise U.S. workers, communities, and 
businesses to win the race for the 21st century. North Carolina Democratic Party 
(NCDP) Chair Bobbie Richardson attended the bill signing at the White House and 
released the following statement:  
“With today’s bill signing, North Carolina Republicans in the U.S. House, including 
Congressman Ted Budd, have made it official – they’ll side with anyone, even China, 
except hardworking North Carolinians. The CHIPS and Science Act is a popular, 
bipartisan bill that will help create jobs and boost our competitiveness with China. We’re 
grateful for President Biden’s leadership in strengthening our economy and signing this 
significant legislation into law.”   
McCarthy, Hines Push Extreme MAGA Agenda in Raleigh 
In response to House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy visiting Raleigh in support of 
extreme MAGA Republican Bo Hines, North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) 
Spokesperson Ellie Dougherty released the following statement:  
“It’s no surprise that extreme MAGA Republican Bo Hines is welcoming Kevin McCarthy 
to North Carolina with open arms. In Washington, Hines would be nothing more than a 
rubber stamp on McCarthy and Republicans’ extreme agenda to cut Social Security and 
Medicare and restrict abortion in our state with no exceptions for rape, incest, or the life 
of the mother. North Carolina voters will reject McCarthy, Hines and Republicans’ 
extremism come November.” 
N&O: NC Sens. Tillis, Burr face backlash for insulin vote in Biden’s Inflation 
Reduction Act 
KEY POINT: “Senators went back and forth on numerous amendments, but one 
subjected Burr and Tillis to vehement backlash from their constituents: a $35 cap on 
insulin from private insurance companies.” 
News & Observer: NC Sens. Tillis, Burr face backlash for insulin vote in Biden’s 
Inflation Reduction Act 
Danielle Battaglia 
08.08.22  
North Carolina Sen. Richard Burr walked into the Senate side of the U.S. Capitol 
Saturday morning wearing shorts, sandals and a suit jacket. 
A photo of Burr’s fashion faux pas sent Twitter into a frenzy. But it would be his and Sen. 
Thom Tillis’ vote on the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 that most people ended up 
remembering. 
The $740 billion energy, climate, healthcare and tax bill creates at least $300 billion in 
investments aimed at climate change, lowers the price of prescription medications and 
creates a new minimum tax rate of 15% on large corporations.  
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer caught Republicans off-guard two weeks 
earlier when he announced he, Sen. Joe Manchin — a Democrat from West Virginia — 
and the Biden administration had come to an agreement on the inflation bill, something 
both Democrats and Republicans had lost faith in happening.  
Senate Democrats passed the bill 51-50 Sunday, with Vice President Kamala Harris 
casting the tie-breaking vote after more than 15 hours of debate. 
It was a party-line vote, and since North Carolina only has Republican senators that 
means both Tillis and Burr voted against it.  
Debate on the bill began Saturday morning and stretched into Sunday. Senators went 
back and forth on numerous amendments, but one subjected Burr and Tillis to 
vehement backlash from their constituents: a $35 cap on insulin from private insurance 
companies. 
A CONTENTIOUS CAP ON INSULIN PRICES  
Senate Parliamentarian Elizabeth MacDonough — who serves as the chamber’s official 
adviser and rule keeper — deemed an insulin price cap for private insurers a violation of 
the Senate’s rules for the reconciliation process to pass the bill on a bare majority. 
Senate Democrats sought to overrule MacDonough’s decision in a vote that needed 60 
supporting members.  
The New York Times reported that, despite the rule violation, Democrats “dared” 
Republicans to vote against the cap by keeping the provision in the bill.  
Tillis and Burr rarely cave to such political pressure. Both voted against capping insulin 
costs along with 43 other Republicans, forcing the provision to fail.  
Several people took to social media Sunday and Monday ridiculing the North Carolina 
Senators for their ostensible apathy toward insulin users. The posts and tweets were 
laced with profanity. North Carolina’s Democratic Party spokeswoman Ellie Dougherty 
capitalized on the social media climate. 
“While President Biden and Democrats are working day in and day out to lower the cost 
of prescription drugs, reduce the deficit and fight rising costs without raising taxes a 
single penny on middle class families, Burr and Tillis’ vote underscores the GOP’s 
commitment to protecting Big Pharma and special interests over easing costs for North 
Carolina families,” she said. 
Senate candidate Cheri Beasley, a Democrat, immediately took to Twitter.  
“Both NC senators just voted against the Inflation Reduction Act, which would lower 
costs at a time when millions of families are struggling,” she wrote. “North Carolinians 
deserve more. As Senator, I will always fight for the people — not cower to corporate 
special interests.”  
Budd and Beasley are facing off in the midterm to replace the retiring Burr, who 
announced he would not run for reelection after almost 30 years in Congress. 
INFLATION BILL MOVES TO THE HOUSE  
The U.S. House began a 45-day recess last week, but Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
announced that she’s bringing members back Friday to vote on Biden’s inflation bill.  
North Carolina’s representatives have been largely quiet on the issue, though a few 
have taken to social media to let their constituents know where they stand.  
Rep. Kathy Manning, a Democrat from the Triad, said in a tweet she is proud to support 
the bill.  
The Inflation Reduction Act includes a provision from Rep. Deborah Ross, a Democrat 
from Wake County, that would repeal the 10-year offshore wind leasing moratorium off 
the coast of North Carolina and the three states to its south.  
“The Inflation Reduction Act is a transformational package that will mark the single 
greatest investment we’ve made to combat the climate crisis in our history,” Ross said in 
a news release. “To reach our ambitious climate goals, we must unleash the full power 
of American clean energy — and that includes offshore wind energy development.”  
Their Republican colleague Dan Bishop, of Charlotte, retweeted the House Freedom 
Caucus’ statement opposing the bill.  
N&O Editorial Board: Ted Budd’s troubling embrace of a Trump co-conspirator 
Following news that Ted Budd was holding a fundraiser with “a woman integral in 
scheming with former President Donald Trump to try to overturn the 2020 election 
results,” the News & Observer editorial board is out with a brutal new piece calling 
Budd’s choice “deeply troubling” and urging voters to pay attention as he “court[s] 
elections in private for political gain.”  
News & Observer: Ted Budd’s troubling embrace of a Trump co-conspirator 
If a person can be judged by the company they keep, then a politician can likewise be 
judged by the support they choose to accept. So, it’s particularly concerning to see 
someone who tried to overturn a legitimate presidential election fundraising for a man 
who wants to be North Carolina’s next senator.  
But rather than disavow the support of someone so deeply ensnared in Trump’s lies and 
potentially criminal activity, Budd’s campaign is embracing this fundraiser as an 
opportunity.  
Budd is still courting election deniers in private for political gain. Much like Budd’s 
affection for Trump, his open embrace of someone who concocts lies and dangerous 
plots is deeply troubling.  
The choice to overlook threats to our democracy is a threat in and of itself, and it 
extends far beyond North Carolina.  
Budd is just one of many Republicans who are treating criminal attempts to overturn the 
election — as well as an attempted coup — as something far less dire than it actually 
was.  
What Trump did, what Mitchell supported and what happened on Jan. 6 should never be 
normalized.  
The past two years have shown that faithfulness to Trump and faithfulness to our 
country are often mutually exclusive. Voters should think carefully about which one 
Budd is more likely to choose.  
NCDP Statement on President Biden Signing PACT Act 
Senator Thom Tillis voted against this bipartisan bill  
Congressman Ted Budd originally voted against the bill but after receiving backlash 
from veterans finally switched his position 
President Biden delivered on his promise to strengthen health care and benefits for 
America’s veterans and their survivors by signing the bipartisan Sergeant First Class 
Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act. 
NCDP Chair Bobbie Richardson released the following statement:  
“Our nation has a grave responsibility to take care of our brave men and women who 
serve in uniform when they return home. With today’s signing of the Honoring Our PACT 
Act, which will provide critical care to treat illness and disease caused by war, President 
Biden is delivering for our country’s veterans. This bill holds significant meaning in North 
Carolina, where it will directly impact and help veterans and their families at Camp 
Lejeune.  
“While the majority of members of Congress put aside partisan differences to pass this 
bill, it’s a shame that North Carolina’s Republican Senator Thom Tillis voted against it. 
It’s equally concerning that Congressman Ted Budd originally voted against the bill but 
finally caved to pressure after a slew of unfavorable press and backlash from veterans. 
In November, North Carolina voters will choose leaders whose commitment to standing 
up for our state’s veterans is unwavering.”  
What veterans said about Budd’s vote:  

• WXII: Veterans urge passage of 'Burn pits' bill... NC Senate candidates are 
on opposing sides. 

• WSOC: Charlotte veterans call out Congressman Budd for voting against 
legislation supporting veterans exposed to toxic substances 

Budd Sides With Big Pharma Over Lowering Prescription Drug Costs for North 
Carolinians 
If Congressman Budd's record of taking money from the pharmaceutical industry and 
voting in their interest wasn’t bad enough, he’s now actively campaigning on siding with 
Big Pharma over working to lower costs for North Carolinians struggling with the 
skyrocketing prices of prescription drugs.  
Catch up on just the last week:  

• Congressman Budd went on Fox News yesterday to suggest that there should be 
further incentives for the industry, even as drug companies are irresponsibly price 
gouging working families and making record profits. 

• In a recent radio interview, he also implied that the status quo of the prescription 
drug market is working, even as North Carolinians have opened up about 
rationing insulin. 

“It is becoming clearer and clearer by the day that Congressman Budd is nothing more 
than a corrupt career politician that will repeatedly vote in the interest of his corporate 
backers like Big Pharma instead of doing what’s best for North Carolinians,” said NCDP 
spokesperson Kate Frauenfelder. 
North Carolina Democratic Party Urges DA Freeman To Apply Law Fairly, 
Investigate Jim O’Neill’s False & Derogatory Claims 
After Judge Eagles’ decision to deny the Stein campaign’s request for a preliminary 
injunction, today the North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) delivered a letter to Wake 
County District Attorney Lorrin Freeman requesting a prompt and thorough investigation 
and prosecution of Jim O’Neill for making false and derogatory reports during his 2020 
campaign for Attorney General. 
NCDP spokesperson Kate Frauenfelder released the following statement:  
“Judge Eagles’ reversal yesterday makes clear that District Attorney Freeman should 
apply equal protection under the law and open an investigation into Jim O’Neill’s 
repeated efforts to spread knowingly false and derogatory reports against Attorney 
General Stein with the intent to hurt his reelection campaign. North Carolina’s sexual 
assault survivors have a champion in Attorney General Stein and any attempt to imply 
otherwise is a distraction from the important work that he is leading on behalf of our 
state.”  
Over the course of his 2020 campaign, Jim O’Neill circulated false and derogatory 
claims against his opponent Attorney General Josh Stein’s exemplary record tackling 
the backlog of sexual assault kits with reckless disregard for the truth, doubling and 
tripling down on his claims despite multiple fact checks. 
On October 7, 2019, Mr. O’Neill issued a statement on Twitter falsely claiming that 
Attorney General Stein “has stood on the sidelines for almost his entire term while more 
than 15,000 untested rape kits have sat on the shelves of the lab that Stein is 
responsible for, collecting dust.” and repeated similar claims on a number of other 
reported occasions.  
In the fall of 2019, two independent fact checkers examined Mr. O’Neill’s claims 
regarding Attorney General Stein’s record. Both concluded that Mr. O’Neill’s contentions 
were false.  
On October 18, 2019, UNC’s MediaHub concluded that O’Neill’s claims were 
“misleading at best and false at worst.” 
On December 14, 2019, the North State Journal reported that Mr. O’Neill said: “When I 
look at the 15,000 sexual assault kits sitting up on the shelves in Raleigh, and our 
current attorney general not making that a priority until three and a half years into his 
four-year term, it just makes me mad as fire.”  
On January 18, 2020, O’Neill falsely declared, “The only time that rape kits became 
important to Attorney General Josh Stein was when I came out in January [2019] and 
announced I was running against him because I was tired of 15,000 kits sitting up on 
the shelves collecting dust.”  
On February 5, 2020, the Smoky Mountain News quoted Mr. O’Neill as saying, “In 
January, when I announced, I had had enough of the thought of 15,000 rape kits sitting 
up on the shelves at the lab that (Stein’s) responsible for and he’s done absolutely 
nothing about.”  
Two specific instances occurred within the last two years:  

• On September 4, 2020 Mr. O’Neill stated, “Unfortunately, [Stein] ignored those 
things until I had had enough and in January [2019] I filed and I came out and 
said one of the reasons I am running against the current AG is because he’s 
done nothing about the rape kits.”  

• On September 8, 2020, Mr. O’Neill said, “This Attorney General here in North 
Carolina sued Donald Trump over the funding of that border wall.”  

N&O Editorial Board: The Inflation Reduction Act will help NC. Our senators voted 
against it. 
Over the weekend, North Carolina’s Republican Senators Thom Tillis and Richard Burr 
voted against President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act, which will lower the cost of 
prescription drugs, reduce the deficit, and fight rising costs without raising taxes a single 
penny on middle class families.  
In a new piece, the News & Observer’s Editorial Board highlights how the Inflation 
Reduction Act will help North Carolinians and calls out Tillis and Burr for voting against 
this critical legislation.  
News & Observer: The Inflation Reduction Act will help NC. Our senators voted 
against it. 
The Editorial Board -- 08.09.22  
The bill is more than 750 pages long and full of initiatives for renewable energy and 
health care that are going to help North Carolinians. It’s something to celebrate — even 
if our own senators failed to step up and support the legislation, just like the other 48 
Republicans in the Senate. 
For the 1.97 million North Carolinians on Medicare, which benefits people over 65 or 
with long-term disabilities, the legislation will save them money on the things they need 
to keep living. The bill also caps the out-of-pocket drug costs for Medicare users at 
$2,000 — which would save the average Medicare Fee-for-Service user in North 
Carolina more than $13,000, and the average Medicare Advantage user more than 
$9,000. That plan goes into effect in 2025. 
The other noteworthy parts of the bill are related to climate change. Even if the Inflation 
Reduction Act isn’t as comprehensive as climate activists envisioned, the legislation is 
the largest federal move on climate change ever. There are subsidies for purchasing 
electric vehicles, as well as manufacturing solar panels and wind turbines. These are all 
things that North Carolina has been looking toward expanding in recent years, whether 
by welcoming car manufacturer VinFast or growing to be one of the top states in the 
country for solar power. 
While Senate Democrats are celebrating this win, both Richard Burr and Thom Tillis 
voted against the entire bill, as well as an amendment that capped the cost of insulin for 
those with private insurance at $35. Diabetes affects more than 12 percent of the state’s 
adult population and almost a quarter of the population over 65, according to data from 
the United Health Foundation. Republicans led the charge to kill the amendment. 
The Inflation Reduction Act will likely go to a vote in the U.S. House this week. While we 
don’t anticipate North Carolina Republicans to stray from the party, we hope that they 
don’t take credit for any of these benefits down the road. 
FACT CHECK: Budd Voted Repeatedly Against Funding the Police 
As Congressman Budd attempts to tout his support for law enforcement, his voting 
record tells a different story. During his time in Congress, Budd voted against billions of 
dollars in funding for law enforcement.   
Key Points:  

• In 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021, Ted Budd voted against legislation that 
provided billions of dollars in funding for police, including millions for North 
Carolina law enforcement.  

• In 2021, Congressman Budd voted against legislation to fund police 
departments  despite Senators Tillis and Burr’s vote for it, which they called a 
“top priority” and an “essential and long overdue” package. 

• With his votes against this legislation, Budd tried to stand in the way of:  
o Over $24 million allocated to law enforcement agencies in North Carolina. 
o $750,000 in funding to hire and retain police for Graham, North Carolina – 

a city in Budd’s district. 
o $7 million to support efforts in North Carolina to combat the opioid crisis. 

North Carolinians Call Out Congressman Budd for Repeatedly Voting Against 
Funding the Police 
With Congressman Ted Budd coming out of hiding for the first time in more than a 
month to engage with voters, North Carolinians gathered outside his event to call him 
out for his record of voting against police funding.  
“Congressman Ted Budd says he supports law enforcement but his long record of 
voting against funding the police in Congress says otherwise,” said NCDP 
spokesperson, Kate Frauenfelder. “North Carolinians will continue to call out 
Congressman Budd’s hypocrisy and record of saying one thing then voting another until 
he’s out of a job this November.” 
Ted Budd voted against legislation in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 that provided 
billions of dollars in funding for police, including millions for North Carolina law 
enforcement. In 2021, he voted against a bipartisan legislation that both Tillis and Burr 
voted for. This legislation would have provided over $24 million total allocated to law 
enforcement agencies in North Carolina and $750,000 in funding to hire and retain 
police for Graham, North Carolina – a city in Budd’s own district. 
ICYMI: Ahead of Social Security Anniversary, NCDP Continues “Too Extreme 
GOP” Tour in Charlotte 
Ahead of the 87th anniversary of Social Security being signed into law, the North 
Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) continued its “Too Extreme GOP” Tour calling out 
U.S. Senate candidate Ted Budd and Republicans for backing a plan that could 
jeopardize seniors’ hard-earned benefits. The tour is part of a national “Too Extreme 
GOP” push by the Democratic National Committee (DNC).   
The “Too Extreme GOP” Tour is highlighting the contrast between Republicans in North 
Carolina and across the country’s extreme agenda of banning abortion with no 
exceptions for rape and incest and cutting Americans’ Medicare and Social Security 
benefits, versus Democrats’ agenda of lowering costs for working people and protecting 
reproductive freedom. Congressman Ted Budd has also said he “agreed with the major 
points” of Republicans’ extreme agenda. 
In addition to Charlotte, the statewide tour has stopped in Greenville and Asheville and 
will continue throughout August across North Carolina.  
Click here to watch the full event. 
“This Sunday, August 14th, marks the 87th anniversary of Social Security being signed 
into law. Unfortunately, if Republicans like Ted Budd get their way, seniors are at risk of 
losing benefits they rely on like Social Security. This November, North Carolinians have 
a choice between Republicans’ out-of-touch, extreme MAGA agenda, and Democrats’ 
push to make progress on the issues people care about – lowering costs and protecting 
the freedom to make one’s own health care decisions,” said Mecklenburg County 
Democratic Party Chair Jane Whitley.  
“It’s clear: we can’t afford Ted Budd in the U.S. Senate. We certainly cannot afford losing 
Governor Cooper’s veto power. In my district, the stakes couldn’t be high, especially for 
seniors like me. Republicans are pushing an extreme MAGA agenda, siding with special 
interests and the super-wealthy, and proposing policy plans like cutting historically 
popular programs like Social Security. That’s why it’s so important that we elect Cheri 
Beasley this November,” said State Senator Joyce Waddell (SD-40).  
“Despite so many not only relying on Social Security, but also paying into it their entire 
lives, Republicans are proposing to put Social Security on the chopping block every five 
years. Unfortunately, that’s not the only extreme policy proposal coming from ultra-
MAGA Republicans. At the federal level, we must elect Cheri Beasley to the U.S. 
Senate and defeating Congressman Ted Budd.  
At the state level, we must protect Governor Cooper’s veto by electing as many 
Democrats to the General Assembly as possible,” said State Representative Mary Belk 
(HD-88).  
“For generations, we’ve made a deal in this country that if you work hard and pay into 
Social Security, you’ll one day receive benefits of those systems. Despite this deal, 
Congressman Ted Budd and North Carolina Republicans are backing a plan that would 
sunset this historically popular program if they win this November. Like millions of North 
Carolinians, I rely on Social Security benefits that I spent my life paying into. We need to 
do everything to protect our Democratic majorities in Washington and send leaders like 
Cheri Beasley to the Senate,” said Charlotte resident and senior DonnaMarie Woodson. 
KEY VOTE ALERT: Congressman Budd Votes Against Inflation Reduction Act 
The U.S. House passed the Inflation Reduction Act, but Congressman Budd couldn’t 
even show up in person to take action to lower costs for North Carolina. Following his 
vote against the critical legislation, NCDP spokesperson Kate Frauenfelder released the 
following statement:  
“Congressman Budd has consistently sided with corporate special interests like Big Oil 
and Big Pharma that are price gouging North Carolinians, so it’s no surprise that he 
voted against a bill that would hold them accountable and bring down costs. North 
Carolinians aren’t going to forget that Ted Budd chose protecting corporations over 
lowering costs.”  
GOP Wants to Cut North Carolinians’ Social Security as Program Turns 87 
Social Security turns 87 – but despite over two million North Carolinians relying on the 
program for everything from rent to groceries, Republicans have plans that could cut the 
benefits seniors have earned if they take control of Congress. North Carolina 
Democratic Party (NCDP) Chair Bobbie Richardson released the following statement:  
“Republicans have made themselves perfectly clear: North Carolinians’ hard-earned 
Social Security and Medicare benefits could be on the chopping block if Congressman 
Ted Budd and the GOP take control. While Democrats are cutting the cost of 
prescription drugs for seniors and continuing to keep Medicare safe with the Inflation 
Reduction Act, North Carolina Republicans are celebrating Social Security’s birthday by 
pushing plans that could cut North Carolina seniors’ benefits and end the Social 
Security and Medicare guarantee altogether.” 
Earlier this year, Rick Scott, the chair of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, 
put forward a plan that received praise from RNC Chair Ronna McDaniel and other 
prominent Republicans that could put North Carolinians’ Social Security and Medicare 
benefits on the chopping block. A group representing the majority of House 
Republicans, including the entire Republican U.S. House delegation from North 
Carolina, also released a plan which includes cuts to Social Security and Medicare.  
If Republicans get their way and Medicare and Social Security are cut, it could have a 
significant financial toll on the over two million North Carolinians who rely on Medicare 
for their health coverage and over two million North Carolinians who receive Social 
Security benefits.  

### 

News from NC State Senator Natalie Murdock 

Team NCDP is bringing the 5th annual Women of Color Leadership Forum to my district 
in Durham on August 27th -- and I’m so excited to be speaking at it! As the first Black 
woman under the age of 40 to serve in the NC Senate, I’m honored for the opportunity 
to share the insights I have gained throughout my journey with this year’s attendees.  
  
Please RSVP to attend! 

We have a full day of panel discussions, workshops, screenings, and networking 
opportunities with women of color who work to move our state forward. I’m looking 
forward to giving my remarks, and I hope you’ll be there to hear what I have to say. 
  
Your ticket covers admission, all the events for the day, breakfast, and lunch. 
  
News from Neighbors on Call 
Fair Representation 

• On Friday a federal judge ruled that two Green Party candidates, including 
one for U.S. Senate, must be listed on North Carolina ballots in November. 
The NC State Board of Elections had voted unanimously Monday to certify the 
Green Party in response to a review from county elections boards that found the 
party had collected enough valid signatures to appear on the ballot; however, 
because the deadline for adding candidates to state ballots passed earlier in the 
summer, they could not add the candidates to the ballot without a judge’s ruling. 
The same judge, James C. Dever III, issued a ruling earlier in the week that 
required the NCSBE and the Green Party to file a consent order to resolve their 
dispute; in the consent order, the NCSBE wrote that they were not opposed to 
the judge’s extending the filing deadline given the vote to certify the party. The 
fraud investigation into signatures collected by the Green Party continues, 
however, and the North Carolina Democratic Party is also continuing to litigate 
the issue in state court. 

Voting Rights 
• On Tuesday a group of unaffiliated North Carolina voters sued the state 

over a law requiring that NC State Board of Elections members be 
registered Democrats or Republicans. The four voters bringing the federal suit 
are represented by Common Cause North Carolina, a voter advocacy 
organization. In the suit, they allege that their First Amendment rights of free 
speech and free association and their 14th Amendment right to equal protection 
are violated by the law. 

### 

Selected News and Opinion Stories of Note 

Chapelboro.com: Judge: Green Party Candidate Belongs on N. Carolina Ballot 

WRAL.com: NC Medicaid Providers Say They’re Owed Big Bucks While Children 
Go Without Care 

ABC11.com: NC Teachers Rally Against Proposed New Pay Structure 

Coastal Review.org: Groups Challenge NC’s Biogas General Permit for Hog 
Farms 

Citizen Times.com: AR-15’s Put in All Madison County Schools To Enhance 
Security in Case of Active Shooter 

Chatham News + Record: Chatham To Participate in ‘Solarize the Triangle’ Group-
Purchase Program 

Political Charge: How To Convince People to Vote in 2022 

Carolina Public Press: How Long Will North Carolina Remain an Abortion ‘Safe 
Haven’? 

Chapelboro.com: Chatham Park: A Product of Good Luck and Planning 

The Assembly NC.com: Booming Times, Busted Budgets 

Carolina Public Press: ‘Ghost forests’ are creeping across NC’s coast at an 
alarming rate. Researchers are trying to stop them.  

WRAL Tech Wire.com: Chatham County Homes Are Triangle’s Most Expensive, 
But Job Growth Could Lower Median Price 

NC Policywatch.org: Former GOP congresswoman: Republicans vote against our 
children’s future with opposition to climate legislation

Here are some upcoming ways you can take action with NCDP and CCDP. 
• Sunday, August 21 @ 12:30 p.m. 

Resolutions and Platform Committee › 

NCDP event. Open to the public, but only Committee members may vote or 
speak during discussions. 

• Thursday, October 13 @ 11 a.m. 
Volunteer at the NC State Fair › 

• Sunday, August 21 @ 5:45 p.m. · County to County Campaign, North Carolina 
Spanish-language Phone Bank for Robert Reives |Banco telefónico para 
Robert Reives › 

• Saturday, August 27 @ 1 p.m. · Chatham County (NC) Democratic Party 
Volunteer to help with Senator Ben Clark Meet and Greet in Pittsboro 
August 27the 1pm to 5pm › 

• Saturday, August 27 @ 2 p.m. · Chatham County (NC) Democratic Party 
Candidate Meet and Greet with Senator Ben Clark in Pittsboro › 

###
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