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What the Inflation Reduction Act Means to You and NC (from NCDP) 

The Inflation Reduction Act is the most significant legislation in U.S. history to tackle the 
climate crisis and strengthen American energy security. It will lower energy costs for 
households and businesses, create manufacturing jobs for American workers, and 
deliver a clean, secure, and healthy future for our children and grandchildren. The 
savings, jobs, and other benefits provided by this legislation will reach communities 
across North Carolina. 

President Biden promised to combat the existential threat of climate change and build a 
clean energy future that creates jobs, advances environmental justice, and lowers costs 
for families. 

He’s following through on that promise with the Inflation Reduction Act and Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. 

LOWER ENERGY COSTS:  

The Inflation Reduction Act will make it more affordable for North Carolina families to 
purchase energy efficient appliances when they need to, make repairs around their 
homes, and save money on their utility bills each month, through: 

• Rebates covering 50-100% of the cost of installing new electric appliances, 
including super-efficient heat pumps, water heaters, clothes dryers, stoves, and 
ovens. In North Carolina, millions of low- and moderate-income households are 
eligible for rebates. 

• Rebates for households to make repairs and improvements in single-family and 
multi-family homes to increase energy efficiency. 

• Tax credits covering 30% of the costs to install solar panels and battery storage 
systems, make home improvements that reduce energy leakage, or upgrade 
heating and cooling equipment. No income limits apply. For solar, uptake 
projections estimate that over 170,000 additional North Carolina households will 
install rooftop panels as a result. 

• Tax credits covering 30% of the costs of community solar projects—owned by 
local businesses that sign up families to save on their electric bills—with 
additional bonus credits of 20% for projects at affordable housing properties and 
10% for projects in low-income communities. 

• Grants to help state and local governments adopt the latest building energy 
codes, which would save the average new homeowner in North Carolina 16.3% 
on their utility bills—$345 annually. 

  

GOOD-PAYING JOBS:  

In 2021, there were already 103,854 North Carolina workers employed in clean energy 
jobs. The Inflation Reduction Act will expand these opportunities, bringing an estimated 
$2.7 billion of investment in large-scale clean power generation and storage to North 
Carolina between now and 2030. It provides a historic set of tax credits that will create 
jobs across solar, wind, storage, and other clean energy industries. These credits 
include bonuses for businesses that pay a prevailing wage, so that North Carolina 
workers earn a good paycheck as we build the clean energy future in America. 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURING:  

Manufacturers employ 462,900 workers in North Carolina, and the Inflation Reduction 
Act will help us make the technologies of the future at home—supporting local 
economies and strengthening supply chains. The Inflation Reduction Act will boost U.S. 
manufacturing of clean energy and transportation technologies, as well as investments 
for a new Advanced Industrial Facilities Deployment Program to position America to 
lead the growing global market for clean steel, aluminum, cement, and more. 

SMALL BUSINESSES:  

North Carolina is home to 964,280 small businesses, representing 99.6% of all 
businesses in the state, and the Inflation Reduction Act will help them save money. 
Commercial building owners can receive a tax credit up to $5 per square foot to support 
energy efficiency improvements that deliver lower utility bills. Other programs that will 
benefit small businesses include tax credits covering 30% of the costs of installing low-
cost solar power and of purchasing clean trucks and vans for commercial fleets. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES:  

The Inflation Reduction Act will make it easier and cheaper to purchase an electric 
vehicle, with upfront discounts up to $7,500 for new EVs and $4,000 for used EVs, 
helping middle-class Americans skip the gas pump and save on fuel costs. In North 
Carolina, millions of people will be eligible for these discounts. North Carolina recently 
submitted a state plan for using funds from President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law to build out EV charging stations along highways. 

CLEANER AIR:  

The Inflation Reduction Act will significantly reduce pollution, resulting in 100,000 fewer 
asthma attacks in America in 2030, and position the U.S. to achieve President Biden’s 
climate goals. Lowering greenhouse gas emissions will not only avoid costly climate 
impacts from more extreme weather, but also improve local air quality—preventing 
premature deaths and reducing air pollution. In addition to reducing pollution across the 
economy, the Act will benefit communities most in need of cleaner air, with in 
environmental justice block grants, investments for cleaner buses and trucks, and a 
Clean Energy and Sustainability Accelerator that will prioritize emissions-reducing 
projects in disadvantaged communities and fund state and local green banks like the 
North Carolina Clean Energy Fund. 

RURAL OPPORTUNITIES:  

The Inflation Reduction Act supports climate-smart agriculture practices, which will help 
North Carolina’s 45,100 farms lead on climate solutions and reward their stewardship. 
Electric cooperatives, which serve 1.1 million homes, businesses, and other customers 
in North Carolina, will for the first time be eligible for direct-pay clean energy tax credits. 
And this legislation dedicates investments for rural electric cooperatives to boost 
resiliency, reliability, and affordability, including through clean energy and energy 
efficiency upgrades. 

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES:  

The Inflation Reduction Act will upgrade affordable housing, including projects that 
boost resilience in the face of intensifying extreme weather. In North Carolina, tens of 
thousands of people live in affordable housing units that are eligible for upgrades like 
flood-proofing and storm resistance, as well as clean energy and electrification. A new 
Neighborhood Access and Equity Grant Program includes support for transportation 
projects and planning to protect against flooding, extreme heat, and more. The Inflation 
Reduction Act also invests in strengthening America’s forests, including programs 
focused on preventing wildfires and for tree planting projects that help protect 
communities from extreme heat. 

IRA FACT SHEET CHEAT SHEET:  

Here are links to other helpful fact sheets! Please read through them and use them to 
inform your messaging!   
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### 

Get Your Tickets Now for Our Chatham Dems Together Fundraiser Sept. 9! 

Purchase tickets here. 

 
### 

Take Action! 

Chatham County Updates on the American Rescue Plan Act 

• Community Engagement: We had over 900 residents engage with the 
County through the online survey, public input at Board of Commissioners 
(BOC) meetings, and community conversations.   

• Emerging Themes: Through the feedback provided, we identified emerging 
themes that spanned from homelessness to education to broadband to parks. 
You can review a brief synopsis on the Chatham County ARPA webpage.   

• Broadband: As you know, broadband has been a challenging area for local 
governments due to State restrictions. However, with the passing of the State 
Budget, we are now able to partner with Internet Service Providers (ISPs) so 
that they can expand broadband access. There was an initial presentation of 
the GREAT (Growing Rural Economies with Access to Technology) Grant 
process by the County Manager at the 3/21/22 BOC Meeting. An additional 
presentation was given on 6/21/22 at the BOC meeting (attached). As we wait 
for GREAT Grant application approvals by the state, Chatham County has 
also signed up to be considered for the Completing Access to Broadband 
(CAB) Grant program as well.   

  
ARPA PLAN UPDATE  
Chatham County will present a recommended ARPA Plan to the BOC at the August 
24th BOC meeting for feedback and/or approval. You may attend the meeting in-
person, watch on livestream by clicking the icon under “video”, or submit comments. 
The agenda for the meeting will be available on the Chatham County website by the 
end of day on August 22, 2022. As a reminder, the BOC provides the final approval for 
all ARPA projects.  
  
As we prepare to present a recommended plan, here are a few things to note:  

• ARPA Planning Process: This is Chatham County's first time receiving 
federal funds of this size and scope. Due to this, the County's ARPA process 
has evolved over time. 

• BOC-Approved ARPA Projects: With the nature of this evolving process and 
the values of fiscal foresight and feasibility in mind, certain projects were 
approved before the presentation of the recommended plan. To date, the 
BOC approved ARPA funds for projects: Community Conversations costs, 
vaccine incentives for Chatham County staff, COVID-19 modifications for the 
Detention Center, and the Parker’s Ridge Park construction in Moncure.  

• Project Considerations: As Chatham County staff and the internal review 
team reviewed projects to present to the BOC, they considered whether the 
projects are feasible, consider fiscal foresight, reduce disparities, and have a 
transformational impact.   

• ARPA Requirements: Beyond the reporting requirements, Chatham County 
has additional requirements that every project must abide by, known as 
Uniform Guidance. This impacts how Chatham County can provide grants, 
purchase or improve property, and contract for goods or services.   

### 
News from the North Carolina Democratic Party 
NC Veterans Slams Ted Budd for Track Record of Abandoning Military 
Community 
Fayetteville pastor Mark Rowden suffers from health challenges due to exposure to 
toxic burn pits during his 23 years of service in the U.S. Military. The recently-signed 
Honoring Our PACT Act allows veterans like Mark to access the health care he needs 
and seek monetary relief. 
That’s why, in a new op-ed, he’s exposing Budd’s initial vote against the critical veterans 
health care legislation, holding Congressman Budd accountable for his “track record in 
Washington of abandoning North Carolina’s military community” and emphasizing the 
need for a U.S. Senator with an “unwavering commitment to our service members, 
veterans and their families.” 
Read more:  
Cardinal & Pine: Congressman Budd’s Lip Service Means Nothing to Veterans   
ICYMI: Budd’s Rocky Return to The Trail 
After spending much of the three months after the primary hiding from voters and 
refusing to speak to the press, Congressman Budd shocked reporters by holding a 
news conference in Raleigh – but it didn’t go as planned.  
WRAL called  it “unusual” for Congressman Budd to answer questions from the media, 
cited protestors “outside Budd’s event with posters questioning his record” on 
supporting law enforcement and fact checked his record by “ticking off a series of 
congressional votes against bills” that “would have put billions toward law 
enforcement.”   
WATCH 
NCDP Releases New Video Calling on District Attorney Freeman to Hold Jim 
O’Neill Accountable 
O’Neill’s Lies Disproved in Under Two Minutes 
After Wake County District Attorney Lorrin Freeman’s refusal to investigate Jim O’Neill’s 
false and derogatory statements against Attorney General Josh Stein in the 2020 
election, today, the North Carolina Democratic Party is releasing a new video proving 
just how easy it is to spot O’Neill’s lies.  
WATCH 
LIE ONE: O’Neill falsely claims that Attorney General Stein “did nothing” to tackle the 
backlog of untested rape kits, despite the historical record plainly showing the Attorney 
General’s leadership on the issue. 

• Read a timeline of his efforts and two independent fact checks that prove 
O’Neill’s contentions are false. 

LIE TWO: O’Neill claims Attorney General Stein sued Former President Donald Trump 
over the border wall. 

• Here is that lawsuit. North Carolina isn’t a part of it.  
District Attorney Freeman doesn’t need 30 days to conduct an investigation. O’Neill 
should be held accountable for his falsehoods now.  
REMINDER: Ted Budd Hosting Fundraiser With Election Deniers Tonight 
Budd campaign: “We’re great with it." 
This evening in Southern Pines, Congressman Ted Budd is “thrilled” to host a fundraiser 
with Cleta Mitchell, “a woman integral in scheming with former President Donald Trump 
to try to overturn the 2020 election results.” It’s no surprise that someone who called 
insurrectionists “just patriots standing up” feels “great” about the event and would 
“embrace” campaigning with a peddler of election fraud. 
The News & Observer Editorial Board called his decision “troubling” and urged voters to 
remember that, despite his best effort to “strategically avoid talk” of the insurrection, he 
is “still courting election deniers in private.” 
This is yet another example of how far out of the mainstream Ted Budd is for North 
Carolina.  

• News & Observer: Ted Budd’s troubling embrace of a Trump co-conspirator — ”
The choice to overlook threats to our democracy is a threat in and of itself, and it 
extends far beyond North Carolina. Budd is just one of many Republicans who 
are treating criminal attempts to overturn the election — as well as an attempted 
coup — as something far less dire than it actually was. What Trump did, what 
Mitchell supported and what happened on Jan. 6 should never be normalized. 
The past two years have shown that faithfulness to Trump and faithfulness to our 
country are often mutually exclusive. Voters should think carefully about which 
one Budd is more likely to choose.” 

• Charlotte Observer: Trump adviser who tried to overturn election hosts NC 
fundraiser for US Senate candidate — ”A woman integral in scheming with 
former President Donald Trump to try to overturn the 2020 election results is now 
hosting a fundraiser for a U.S. Senate candidate in North Carolina. Trump 
adviser Cleta Mitchell, a resident of Pinehurst who has been repeatedly 
mentioned throughout Jan. 6, 2021, news coverage and committee hearings in 
Congress, is hosting a fundraiser on Aug. 15 for Rep. Ted Budd. Budd is running 
to replace retiring Sen. Richard Burr. ‘We’re great with it,’ said Jonathan Felts, 
senior adviser to Budd.” 

Southern Pines Residents Protest as Budd Fundraises With Big Lie Conspirators  
As Ted Budd held a private fundraiser with election deniers who tried to overturn the 
legitimate 2020 election, including Cleta Mitchell and Lara Trump, residents of Southern 
Pines came out in protest of his campaign. 
“When Congressman Budd voted to overturn the 2020 election and undermine 
American democracy, he showed North Carolinians that he has no problem trying to 
change the rules to benefit himself and his political allies,” said NCDP spokesperson 
Kate Frauenfelder. “Instead of working to lower costs for working families, Ted Budd is 
cozying up to dangerous election deniers and conspiracy theorists that are out of step 
with North Carolinians.”  
NCDP Applauds President Biden Signing Inflation Reduction Act Into Law 
Today, President Joe Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law. The new law will 
help to reduce inflation and lower costs for North Carolina families – and does not raise 
taxes on anyone making less than $400,000 a year.  
“President Biden and Democrats are laser focused on taking on special interests to fight 
inflation, and the Inflation Reduction Act is going to do just that – lowering costs on 
everything from prescription drugs to health care to home energy for North Carolina 
families. While Republicans like Congressman Ted Budd sided with Big Pharma and 
voted against these cost cutting measures, and blocked others that would cap insulin 
costs, Democrats are tackling Americans’ top concerns – and we’re doing it by making 
huge corporations pay their fair share and without raising taxes on anyone making 
under $400,000,” said NCDP First Vice Chair Floyd McKissick, Jr. 
Specifically, the Inflation Reduction Act: 

• Lowers prescription drug costs by allowing Medicare to negotiate drug prices and 
capping out-of-pocket costs for seniors to $2,000. 

• Lowers energy costs by hundreds of dollars on average for many families, 
increases cleaner energy production, and reduces carbon emissions by roughly 
40 percent in less than 10 years. 

• Locks in lower health insurance costs by $800 on average for 13 million 
Americans who get their insurance through the Affordable Care Act exchanges. 

• Fights inflation by reducing the deficit. 
• Makes the tax code fairer by cracking down on the ultra-wealthy and large 

corporations so they pay their fair share in taxes. 
• Does not raise taxes on families making $400,000 or less and no new taxes on 

small businesses. 
Clean Water Advocate Slams Budd for Votes Against PFAS Clean Up 
“We are tired of elected leaders who lack the courage to take a stand against corporate 
polluters like Chemours.” 
In a new op-ed this morning, Clean Cape Fear Co-Founder Emily Donovan highlight’s 
Ted Budd’s toxic record failing North Carolina families impacted by PFAS contaminants 
in their drinking water. For years, corporations have been dumping large quantities of 
PFAS toxins into the Cape Fear River, a body of water that provides drinking water for 
over 1.5 million North Carolinians. 
Despite reports revealing North Carolinians with contaminated water were more likely to 
develop chronic diseases, like heart disease and cancer, Congressman Budd has voted 
time and time again against bipartisan efforts to take action to address PFAS, help 
families live a healthier life, and hold corporations accountable for poisoning North 
Carolina’s drinking water. 
Read more from Emily Donovan about what’s at stake in November for the health and 
safety of North Carolinians:  
Indy Week: Op-Ed: Beasley Is the Clean Water Candidate in U.S. Senate Race 
One Question Every #NCPOL Reporter Should Be Asking Ted Budd 
Earlier this week, Ted Budd held a fundraiser with Cleta Mitchell, a lawyer who was 
instrumental in former President Trump’s attempts to overturn the 2020 election. Now, 
NC Policy Watch is reporting that she is helping to train poll observers in North 
Carolina.  
Every reporter covering his bid for U.S. Senate should ask Ted Budd: Do you think that 
election deniers who attempted to overturn a legitimate election should be tasked with 
training people to protect the vote?  
The New York Times described Mitchell’s work to undermine the will of the people as a 
“stunning assault on the transfer of power” and noted that her efforts now tap into “a 
network of grass-root groups that promote misinformation and espouse wild theories 
about the 2020 election.”  
Burr, Tillis and Budd Voted Against Affordable Clean Energy for North Carolina 
Yesterday, President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law – the most 
significant legislation in U.S. history to tackle the climate crisis and strengthen American 
energy security. In North Carolina, it will lower energy costs for households and 
businesses, create manufacturing jobs, and deliver a clean, secure, and healthy future 
for our children and grandchildren.  
Despite all of this, Senators Richard Burr and Thom Tillis and Congressman Ted Budd 
voted against the Inflation Reduction Act.  
ICYMI: Senator Ben Clark: Why Democrats should win every election 
Key Point: “Every major program that has improved the lives of Americans over the 
past 100 years has been created by Democrats… Only one party has seen the sick, the 
poor, the uneducated, and the elderly being left out or left behind and said, not on our 
watch. Only one party has held fast to the novel yet noble idea, that hardworking 
taxpayers should see the real, material impact of those tax dollars on their quality of life. 
That has been the Democrats! And Republicans have opposed this progress every step 
of the way.” 
Up and Coming Weekly: Why Democrats should win every election 
Every major program that has improved the lives of Americans over the past 100 years 
has been created by Democrats. 
Every major program that families like yours and mine have relied on to improve our 
health, education, and economic outcomes was proposed, planned, and passed by 
Democrats. 

o Social Security (1935) 
o GI Bill and VA Loans (1944) 
o Medicare and Medicaid (1965) 
o Pell Grants (1972) 
o Affordable Care Act (2010) 
o American Rescue Plan (2021) 

Here’s another fact: not a single person reading this can raise their hand and say, 
“neither I nor my family has benefited from any of these.” If your family is like mine, 
you’ve likely benefited from many, if not all, these programs. 
On Aug. 7, the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 passed the U.S. Senate. It’s headed to 
the U.S. Once it goes into effect, it will cap the out-of-pocket costs for those on 
Medicare to $2,000 per year or $166 per month. That’s it. That’s all anyone on Medicare 
will pay out of pocket each year, no matter how much the medical bills actually are! 
The original bill also included a $35 per month cap on insulin for the seven million 
Americans who need it and purchase it each month. Republicans in the US Senate 
(including NC’s Thom Tillis and Richard Burr) objected to that and voted it out of the bill. 
Now, even if the IRA becomes law, those on employer-sponsored insurance plans or 
who have private insurance will continue to pay between $350 and $1,000 each month 
for insulin. Remember, it could have been $35! 
Friend, there has only been one party in this country, that, during the past 100 years, 
has looked at the national landscape and decided that the people’s government should 
work better for the people. 
Only one party has seen the sick, the poor, the uneducated, and the elderly being left 
out or left behind and said, not on our watch. Only one party has held fast to the novel 
yet noble idea, that hardworking taxpayers should see the real, material impact of those 
tax dollars on their quality of life. That has been the Democrats! And Republicans have 
opposed this progress every step of the way. 
If you rely on a monthly social security payment, that’s an endorsement of Democratic 
policies. If you or your child are one of the more than six million Americans using a Pell 
grant to help fund your college education this year, then you actually like Democratic 
principles. If your 25-year-old remains on your health insurance, so that even though 
they’re unemployed they don’t have to be uninsured, then you probably feel really 
grateful for Obamacare. If you were able to purchase your home with a VA loan, then 
you too, are a champion of Democratic values. 
In November, each voter has an important choice. There are many ways to frame that 
choice but at its root it comes down to a single decision — elect Democrats or elect 
Republicans. 
The choice is yours, of course, but before I’d go into the ballot booth and elect a 
Republican, I’d thank my lucky stars that the voters who came before me didn’t do the 
same. If they had, many of the very programs we rely on for our healthcare, our 
children’s education, and our economic mobility wouldn’t exist today. 
NCDP Statement on Ruling Enforcing 20-Week Abortion Ban 
North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) Executive Director Meredith Cuomo released 
the following statement on news that North Carolina’s 20-week abortion ban will be 
reinstated:  
“Today’s ruling is a direct result of Republicans’ decades-long attack on reproductive 
rights. Now more than ever, we must elect Democrats up and down the ballot who will 
fight to protect women’s fundamental freedoms and ensure that we maintain Governor 
Cooper's veto power come November.” 
ICYMI: Ted Budd ‘Chose Corporations Over Families’ by Voting Against Climate 
Change Bill 
Following the signing of the Inflation Reduction Act, North Carolina Democratic Party 
Chair Bobbie Richardson penned an op-ed hitting Congressman Ted Budd for his vote 
against lowering costs for North Carolina working families and making corporations pay 
their fair share. 
This vote is yet another time Budd has sided with corporate special interests like Big Oil 
and Big Pharma that are price gouging North Carolinians. Budd has also said he 
‘agreed with major points’ with Republicans’ extreme agenda to increase taxes on North 
Carolinians and cut Social Security and Medicare. 
Cardinal & Pine: Ted Budd ‘Chose Corporations Over Families’ by Voting Against 
Climate Change Bill 
NC GOP Group Tweets Slide Revealing Budd Has “Lost Support Across the 
Electorate” As New Poll Shows Dead Heat In #NCSEN 
The CEO of the conservative John Locke Foundation is not holding back with their 
assessment of the state of the North Carolina Senate race this afternoon – including 
tweeting out a picture of a slideshow noting that Ted Budd has “lost support across the 
electorate” and now “underperforms the generic congressional ballot.” A poll released 
earlier today from the group finds that the race is locked in a dead heat. 
“Ted Budd has spent his time in Congress rewriting the rules to help himself and his 
corporate backers instead of his constituents, so it’s no surprise that North Carolinians 
aren’t supporting his campaign,” said NCDP spokesperson Kate Frauenfelder. 
Reminder: Every Single Republican from North Carolina Voted Against Cutting 
Health Care Costs 
President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law this week, but despite 
lowering health care costs and putting money back in the pockets of North Carolina 
families and seniors, every single North Carolina Republican voted against the bill.  
In addition to tackling the climate crisis and reducing the deficit, the Inflation Reduction 
Act will cap prescription drug costs for hundreds of thousands of North Carolina 
Medicare beneficiaries, reduce health insurance premiums for hundreds of thousands of 
North Carolinians by about $760 per year on average while expanding coverage to 
about 135,000 North Carolinians, and cap insulin copayments for the tens of thousands 
of North Carolina Medicare beneficiaries that use insulin 
Here’s what Republicans voted against in the Inflation Reduction Act that will cut 
health care costs for North Carolinians: 
The Inflation Reduction Act Will Cut Prescription Drug Costs By: 

• Protecting Hundreds of Thousands of North Carolinians from Catastrophic 
Drug Costs by Capping Medicare Beneficiary Out-of-Pocket Costs in Part D 
at $2,000. 

o Medicare beneficiaries with conditions such as cancer, multiple sclerosis, 
and lung disease can face thousands of dollars in out-of-pocket 
prescription drug costs, and millions of people in Medicare struggle to 
afford their medications. The Act will require Part D plans to offer improved 
financial protections that would phase in starting in 2024, with the $2,000 
out-of pocket cap taking effect in 2025. Each year, that will benefit about 
51,000 North Carolina Medicare beneficiaries who would otherwise have 
out-of-pocket costs above the cap, according to estimates from the Kaiser 
Family Foundation (KFF). And, for the first time, all 1.6 million North 
Carolinians with Medicare Part D will have the peace of mind of knowing 
their pharmacy costs are capped. 

• Saving Billions of Dollars for Seniors and People with Disabilities and the 
Federal Government by Allowing Medicare to Negotiate Prices for High-
Cost Drugs. 

o By bringing down the cost of these drugs, the legislation will save billions 
of dollars for both Medicare beneficiaries, who will see reduced out-of-
pocket costs, and the federal government. Nationwide, KFF estimates 
suggest that some 5 to 7 million beneficiaries each year use the types of 
high-cost drugs that would be subject to negotiation and could see 
reduced cost sharing as a result. 

• Addressing Rapid Prescription Drug Price Growth in Medicare.  
o The Act requires companies to pay Medicare a rebate if they increase 

drug prices faster than inflation. That will achieve billions more in savings 
for the federal government and will further reduce out of-pocket costs for 
Medicare beneficiaries, starting in 2023. 

• Saving North Carolina Medicare Beneficiaries Money by Capping Insulin 
Copays at $35 per Month. 

o Drug manufacturers have raised insulin prices so rapidly over the last few 
decades that some Medicare beneficiaries struggle to afford this life-
saving drug that costs less than $10 a vial to manufacture. Starting in 
2023, the legislation will cap the out-of pocket cost of insulin for Medicare 
beneficiaries at no more than $35 for a month’s supply. Some 116,000 
North Carolina Medicare beneficiaries used insulin in 2020. 

• Providing Extra Help Paying for Drugs for North Carolina Medicare 
Beneficiaries with Low Incomes. 

o The Act expands eligibility for full Part D Low-Income Subsidies – known 
as Extra Help – in 2024 to low-income beneficiaries with incomes up to 
150% of poverty and modest assets. Currently, individuals with incomes 
between 135% and 150% of poverty only receive partial help, meaning 
that they still pay premiums and face more significant co-pays. About 
23,000 North Carolina Medicare beneficiaries received partial Extra Help 
in 2020 and could be helped by the expansion of income eligibility for full 
Extra Help, KFF estimates.  

• Saving Tens of Thousands of North Carolina Medicare Beneficiaries Money 
by Ending Cost-Sharing for Vaccines in Part D. 

o While Medicare Part B covers vaccines such as the flu vaccine at no cost-
sharing, patients receiving vaccines covered under Medicare Part D, such 
as the vaccine for shingles, must pay for a portion of the cost out of 
pocket. Starting in 2023, the legislation will require $0 cost-sharing for 
vaccines for Medicare Part D beneficiaries. Some 141,000 North Carolina 
Medicare beneficiaries received a Part D vaccine in 2020, and that 
number is likely to rise as those vaccines become more affordable. 

The Inflation Reduction Act Will Lower Health Insurance Premiums and Expanding 
Coverage By: 

• Saving Hundreds of Thousands of North Carolinians about $760 per Year. 
o About 670,000 North Carolinians with Marketplace coverage are saving an 

average of about $760 annually from the ARP subsidies that the Inflation 
Reduction Act would continue. Those savings increase to thousands of 
dollars per year for some middle-income older people who would 
otherwise face very high premium burdens. Among those benefiting the 
most from these affordability improvements are: 

▪ North Carolina small business owners and self-employed 
people. ACA coverage plays a critical role in providing affordable 
health coverage to 106,000 small business owners and self-
employed adults in North Carolina, Treasury data show. In fact, this 
population makes up 23 percent of ACA marketplace enrollment 
among working-age North Carolinians. 

▪ Middle-income older people who have retired or don’t have 
health coverage through their jobs. For example, a 60-year-old 
North Carolinian with income of $60,000 would pay about 21 
percent of income for benchmark health coverage without 
expanded premium tax credits, which cap premiums at 8.5 percent 
of income.  

• Allowing Tens of Thousands of North Carolinians to Gain Coverage. About 
135,000 more North Carolinians will have health insurance next year 
compared to without the Inflation Reduction Act, according to HHS 
projections. The Act’s coverage expansions will: 

o Improve health outcomes and likely save lives. Health insurance 
improves access to care and health, a large body of research finds. That 
includes a randomized trial finding that expanding Marketplace coverage 
saves lives: mortality fell among people who gained Marketplace coverage 
due to randomized outreach.  

o Improve financial security. Health insurance reduces medical debt and 
improves credit scores and access to credit, research finds – making it 
possible for people to buy a home or take out an auto loan that in turn 
allows them to get or keep a job. Health insurance also reduces the 
frequency of bankruptcies and evictions, with one study finding that 
access to premium tax credits significantly reduces the share of people 
delinquent on rent or mortgage payments.  

o Narrow disparities in health coverage and access to care. Continuing 
the ACA improvements will reduce uninsured rates for all demographic 
groups, but the uninsured rate will fall disproportionately for Black people 
– narrowing existing gaps in coverage, Urban Institute researchers 
estimate. Narrowing gaps in coverage also narrows gaps in access to 
care, research finds. 

NEW: GOP Senate nominee Ted Budd sided with banks as they poured money 
into his campaigns 
Wall Street and big banks found an ally in Ted Budd from the very beginning of his time 
in Congress, according to a new report out this morning. In fact, one of his first acts in 
Washington was voting to let credit companies charge sky-high fees, drawing ire from 
the National Retail Federation which “denounc[ed] Budd as a Wall Street ‘pawn,’” and 
receiving praise and campaign donations from financial services PACs. 
Key Point: “Budd's fealty to his banking industry donors fits his pattern throughout his 
career of voting with industries that fund him over the interests of his North Carolina 
constituents.” 
Read more:  
American Independent: GOP Senate nominee Ted Budd sided with banks as they 
poured money into his campaigns 
ICYMI: CBC Opinion: Health and life taking backseat to politics in N.C. abortion 
policy 
Key Point: “What did North Carolinians learn late on Wednesday when federal judge 
William Osteen Jr. allowed enforcement of the state’s ban on abortions after 20 weeks 
of pregnancy? They learned that health and life are not the most important matters to 
House Speaker Tim Moore and state Senate Leader Phil Berger. To Republicans Berger 
and Moore, it is all about politics, the fall elections and their machinations to gain a veto-
proof majority in the General Assembly.” 
WRAL: Editorial: Health and life taking backseat to politics in N.C. abortion policy 
In reacting to Osteen’s unsurprising ruling, House Speaker Moore mainly attacked 
Attorney General Josh Stein, a Democrat, who appropriately recused himself from 
personal involvement in the matter after stating he opposed the previously 
unconstitutional state law. Berger, similarly took up a partisan cudgel. “Democrats’ 
position on abortion can only be characterized as extreme,” he said. 
Yet, if Berger and Moore are looking for extreme positions on abortion, they need look 
no further than legislation their fellow Republicans have introduced, which is still 
pending in the General Assembly and that they’ve not renounced. 
Republicans want the State Constitution (House Bill -158) to declare life starts “at the 
moment” of fertilization. Anyone who willfully tries or destroys a life is accountable for 
attempted murder. Is that what Moore and Berger want? 
Do they back legislation (House Bill 31) banning abortions after a “detectable” fetal 
heartbeat? 
Are these the “protection for the unborn” that Moore and Berger are promoting? 
If they don’t intend to take that path – and doubt they would without their much-desired 
veto-proof majority – why don’t they tell North Carolinians specifically what they want to 
do? The reluctance may be based on just how out-of-step they are with the state’s 
electorate. A recent WRAL poll revealed 55% of voters don’t want further restrictions on 
abortion while just 34% favor more restrictions. 
The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision overturning Roe v. Wade immediately made 
abortion a key election issue in every congressional and legislative race in the state and 
nation. 
Well before they cast their ballots, North Carolinians have a right to know, and those 
seeking office have an obligation to explain in detail, what they want to do on this key 
issue. 
As Budd Fundraises in Manteo, 5 Ways He Has Voted Against Their Interests 
As Ted Budd travels the state hosting private fundraisers instead of meeting with voters, 
we’re going to highlight the ways in which he’s failed communities across the Tar Heel 
State – starting in Manteo, North Carolina.  
“Ted Budd hasn’t bothered to care about how his votes would negatively impact coastal 
communities like Manteo,” said Chris Hardee, Manteo resident. “From opposing efforts 
to clean up our drinking water to voting to allow offshore drilling off our beautiful 
coastline – I can’t trust him to do what’s right for us in the U.S. Senate.”  
As Budd fundraises in Manteo this evening, take a look at five ways he’s voted against 
their best interests:  

• Congressman Budd voted against a ban on offshore drilling along the North 
Carolina coast, even as coastal mayors in North Carolina and the business 
community called on Washington to pass the ban to protect coastal communities. 
A week after that vote, Budd accepted $2,000 from Marathon Petroleum's PAC.  

• Congressman Budd has repeatedly voted against bipartisan legislation that 
would clean up PFAS toxins in Manteo’s drinking water.  

• Despite wide support from both Republicans and Democrats, Budd voted against 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law that provided nearly $60 million to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers for eastern North Carolina waterways and $6.4 million 
to dredge Manteo Shallowbag Bay, “a reprieve to the local beach towns and 
counties that, along with the state, have been footing much of the bill for dredging 
projects.” 

• Budd voted against the Inflation Reduction Act which takes a big step toward 
addressing the crisis as coastal communities like Manteo feel the impact of 
worsening severe weather events. 

• This week, Manteo resident Laura Allendorf is speaking out against Republicans 
like Ted Budd who opposed efforts to lower health care costs:  

### 

News from House Democratic Leader Robert Reives’ Office 

Chatham County Schools Population Grows 

### 

News from Neighbors on Call 
Voting Rights 

• On Thursday the North Carolina State Board of Elections held a public 
comment session about a series of proposed additional rules for partisan 
election observers. These rules, which would formalize limits such as the 
distance observers must keep from confidential voter information or ballots, came 
about in response to a survey of local elections officials, who reported incidents 
from the May primary elections in which election observers acted inappropriately. 

• On Thursday a federal appeals court rejected Democrats’ petition to keep 
Green Party candidates off North Carolina ballots in November. This 
decision, which upholds last week’s order from U.S. District Judge James Dever 
III, means that Green Party candidates Matthew Hoh, running for U.S. Senate, 
and Michael Trudeau, running for a state Senate seat in District 16, will appear 
on voters’ ballots. The production and printing of ballots began the day following 
the court’s decision, and the first absentee ballots are expected to be distributed 
to voters on September 9. 

Reproductive Rights 
• On Monday plaintiffs in a long-running lawsuit against North Carolina’s ban 

on abortions after 20 weeks filed a brief with U.S. District Judge William 
Osteen, stating that under federal court rules he cannot lift his injunction 
against the law unless one of the parties in the case asks him to do so. The 
North Carolina Attorney General’s office, which originally had defended the ban, 
will not request that the injunction be lifted, NC Attorney General Josh Stein has 
said. The plaintiffs argued that a Republican amicus brief requesting that the ban 
be reinstated does not apply since they are not parties in the case. Osteen had 
said that he would act on the case, but he wanted the parties to the case to have 
the opportunity to file briefs first. 

### 

Selected News and Opinion Stories of Note 

Carolina Public Press: Report: Rural Electric Cooperatives Lack Women, 
Minorities in Elected Positions 

Chapelboro: Greensboro Publishes ‘Year One’ Report on Its 1, 4-Dioxane 
Chemical Discharges 

The Assembly NC: Thom Tillis and the Art of the Deal 

Axios: Failed Medicaid Expansion Negotiations Reveal N.C. Hospitals’ Might 

Politico: The Medical Crisis That Finally Convinced Republicans in North Carolina 
to Expand Medicaid 

My Fox 8: Here’s What the Inflation Reduction Act Means for North Carolina 

NC Policy Watch: Moving the Misery Around: EPA Approves Plan to Truck 
Contaminated Soil from One Black Community to Another 

WRAL: Chatham County Residents, Businesses Express Concern About 
Proposed NCDOT Road Projects 

The Assembly NC: Alberta White’s Last Chance 

Carolina Public Press: Why Chemours is Challenging EPA Over PFAS Drinking 
Water Advisory 

The Hill: NC Supreme Court Rules Against Gerrymandered Legislature 

Raleigh News & Observer: ‘I Cried All Weekend.’ Chatham Residents React to 
NCDOT Plan for VinFast Factory Site 

WUNC: Gov. Cooper: 2022 Midterms are ‘Life-Changing’ Elections

Saturday, September 3, 9 – 11:30 a.m. · Blue Unity in 2022 
Knock Doors for Democrats - Chatham, North Williams Precinct › 
Join the North Carolina Coordinated Campaign and Chatham County Dems to talk to 
voters in this critical election to help elect Cheri Beasley and our NC Democrats from 
Murphy to Manteo! 

###

 
 

Chatham County Schools continue to see rapid growth. Now is the time for the state to 
make smart investments in our public schools to ensure we have the capacity to give 
every student a sound, basic education. With more investments and jobs coming to 
Chatham, we have to look forward and plan accordingly. You can see the growth in 
Chatham Park specifically above. 

Read more from the Chatham Journal. 

Pittsboro Development Soon to be Underway  

 
The Pittsboro Commissioners have taken a step forward on approving a new 
development that will result in nearly 850 new homes in the town. Most of these 
homes will be senior adult housing, according to reporting from the Chatham News + 
Record. The first home should be built by mid-2025. 

Read more from the Chatham News + Record. 
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