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Have You Heard About the American Freedom Agenda? 
DemCast, an advocacy-based 501(c)4 nonprofit, has created a fantastic American 
Freedom Agenda infographic, which describes 29 items organized by Economic, 
Personal, Democratic and Environmental freedoms. The infographic is interactive with 
links to more information for each item. It includes ideas from Perry Bacon Jr – 
Washington Post, Message Box – Dan Pfeiffer, Letters From An American – Heather 
Richardson, and The SoapBox – Heather Booth. 

 

Learn more at: https://demcastusa.com/2022/08/01/the-american-freedom-agenda-can-
save-the-democratic-party/ 

Events 

It’s Almost Time for Chatham Dems Together! Purchase Food Tickets by Sept. 5  

Chatham Dems Together is rapidly approaching and there are still tickets available. If 
you plan to eat at the event, you’ll need to purchase your food ticket by September 5. 
After that date, there will likely still be some event tickets without food still available. 

A 50/50 Raffle will be drawn at the event. Half of the proceeds will go to the winner, 
while half will go toward our Get Out the Vote activities. You do not need to be present 
to win. Here is the link to the form to purchase your raffle tickets. Raffle tickets will also 
be sold at the event. 

Purchase event tickets here. 

 

Saturday, September 10, 1:30 p.m. 
Reception for Cheri Beasley, Democratic Nominee for U.S. Senate in NC 
Pittsboro (location will be provided via email 24 hours prior to the event) 

Please save the date and join us for a reception in support of Cheri Beasley, Democratic 
Nominee for U.S. Senate in NC, on September 10th at 1:30 p.m. in Pittsboro and on 
Zoom.  

Purchase tickets here.  

Monday, September 12, 7 p.m. 
Women’s Equality Town Hall Conversation with Ben Clark for Congress 
Virtual Zoom Event 
Register here. 

Senator Ben Clark invites all women from the 9th Congressional District to join him for a 
Town Hall meeting on Women’s Equality. Ben will discuss the current threats to 
women’s equality and prosperity, lay out his agenda for protecting women’s rights in 
Congress, and answer your questions about what we can all do to elevate this important 
issue in November. 
Take Action! 
NCDP is Hiring Organizers for a Large-Scale Voter Contact Program 
The NCDP is hiring organizers for a large-scale, voter contact program. This 
program will focus on electing Democrats up and down the ballot in the 2022 midterm 
election. The positions will have openings across the state. Organizers will be 
temporary full-time employees, through November 2022. Organizers are paid on an 
hourly basis. See the link above for more information!  
Be a Poll Greeter! 
Chatham County Democrats are seeking energetic and engaging Poll Greeters. Poll 
Greeters promote our Democratic candidates, answer voters' questions, and distribute 
sample ballots and pens. Poll Greeters are the face of our county's party, and often the 
first time a voter has engaged with us. Volunteer hours and locations are flexible. 
I want to be a Poll Greeter 
Be a Poll Observer! 
North Carolina Democrats are seeking Poll Observers for Early Voting and Election Day. 
Poll Observers are part of North Carolina Democrat’s Voter Protection Team. Poll 
observers:  

- Help resolve issues raised by voters; 

- Report incidents and information about issues happening inside polling locations 

- Record issues that may be relevant to potential litigation. 

I want to be a Poll Observer 

Be a Poll Worker! 

The Chatham County Board of Elections is hiring Poll Workers. These are paid positions 
intended for civic-minded individuals not actively volunteering with any political party. 
Hours are flexible; talking politics is prohibited. Being a poll worker is a great way to 
learn the United States’ voting process inside/out.  

I want to be a poll worker 

### 

News from the North Carolina Democratic Party

### 

News from Neighbors on Call 
Voting Rights 

• On Friday the North Carolina Supreme Court voted 4-3 along party lines 
that state constitutional amendments put on the ballot by legislators 
elected from unconstitutional districts may not be valid. Amendments to the 
state constitution require approval by three-fifths majorities in both the NC House 
and Senate, and at the time the amendments were approved by the Republican-
led legislature, some of the Republican legislators had been elected from districts 
that were determined by federal courts to be unconstitutional racial 
gerrymanders. The case in question, brought by the NC NAACP over the state’s 
voter ID and income tax cap constitutional amendments, will return to the trial 
court for another hearing, but the court’s decision represents a significant victory 
for the NC NAACP’s argument that the state legislature does not have unlimited 
authority to amend the state constitution. 

• On Tuesday the North Carolina State Board of Elections unanimously 
approved proposed rule changes for partisan elections observers. The rule 
changes, designed in response to problems reported by county boards of 
elections with partisan poll watchers who behaved inappropriately during the May 
primaries, will clarify where elections observers can stand to prevent them from 
seeing confidential voter information. The NCSBE also voted to prohibit elected 
officials or people with professional roles in political campaigns, parties, or 
organizations from serving as precinct officials. The proposed rule changes will 
now go to the Rules Review Commission for final approval and possible 
temporary adoption in time for November’s elections. 

Reproductive Rights 
• On Wednesday U.S. District Court Judge William Osteen lifted the 

injunction stopping North Carolina’s 20-week abortion ban from taking 
effect, citing the U.S. Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade in the Dobbs 
decision. The law now in effect means that abortions after 20 weeks of 
pregnancy will be illegal with exceptions only in the case of certain medical 
emergencies. Osteen’s ruling also means that Republicans in the state 
legislature could pass more restrictive bans that would hold up in court if they got 
past Governor Cooper’s veto. 

### 

Selected News and Opinion Stories of Note 

Chatham News + Record: Chatham’s Unaffiliated Voters Now Outnumber Party 

Carolina Public Press: NC Baby Formula Shortages Easing But Parents Still Seek 
Supplies, Options 

Chapelboro.com: Court Opens Door to Voiding N. Carolina Voter ID Amendment 

Chapelboro.com: Local NAACP, League of Women Voters Chapters Prepare for 
75th Anniversaries 

Chapelboro.com: Judge Reinstates North Carolina’s 20-Week Abortion Ban 

WRAL.com: Editorial: Political ‘Poison Pill’ Must NOT Block Medicaid Expansion 
in N.C. 

Carolina Public Press: NC Students Fell Behind in Required Vaccinations During 
the Pandemic. Some – Not All – Are Catching Up 

Coastal Review.org: New Law Repeals Offshore Wind Energy Lease Moratorium 

Carolina Public Press: New to Voting in NC? Have Questions About How to Vote 
in NC? Here’s a Guide to Help 

Greensboro.com: Our Opinion: Softer Words Don’t Mean Kinder Laws 

New York Times: Opinion: Not the Win We Wanted, But a Win Nonetheless

WHAT THEY’RE READING: How the Inflation Reduction Act Will Impact NC 
Last week, President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law, which every 
single Republican from North Carolina voted against. With the Inflation Reduction Act, 
President Biden and Democrats delivered for working families and beat special 
interests to reduce inflation and lower costs while Republicans went to the mat for 
special interests – like Big Pharma and Big Oil. 
What North Carolinians are reading about the Inflation Reduction Act:  
CBS17: When can NC expect Medicare changes from the Inflation Reduction 
Act? 
Now that the Inflation Reduction Act has been signed into law, many people in North 
Carolina will get financial help when it comes to health care. The vote was strictly 
along party lines, but the bottom line is more than 64 million Americans will benefit 
from the changes to Medicare… “This is a huge step forward to make sure that 
prescription drugs [are] affordable in this country especially for people who are rely on 
Medicare for their health insurance, and for over 2 million North Carolinians who rely 
on Medicare for their health insurance that’s a really big deal,” said Burroughs. 
Charlotte Observer: How the Inflation Reduction Act could reimburse NC 
residents for saving energy 
After more than a year of negotiations over the costs of the Inflation Reduction Act, 
President Biden signed the bill into law on Tuesday after it passed in Congress last 
week. The extensive legislation addresses taxes, healthcare, and climate initiatives. 
The new legislation will “lower costs for families, combat the climate crisis, reduce the 
deficit, and finally ask the largest corporations to pay their fair share,” The White 
House said in a statement. Although it’s a much slimmer version of Biden’s Build Back 
Better plan, the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 still has a hefty price tag, reserving 
almost $370 billion for climate change alleviation. A portion of those funds will go 
towards lowering energy costs and emissions for individuals, effectively saving money 
for many families in North Carolina and across the country. 
News & Observer: What the Inflation Reduction Act will mean for North Carolina 
residents 
With the Raleigh skyline as a backdrop, Rep. Deborah Ross joined state and nonprofit 
leaders Thursday afternoon to celebrate this week’s passage of the Inflation Reduction 
Act and what the sweeping federal climate, health care, and tax bill will mean for North 
Carolinians. “At a time when we need it most, this legislation marks the single largest 
investment we have ever made in this country’s history to combat climate change,” 
Ross said from Dorothea Dix Park on the campus of the North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services. “I’ve seen the potential our state has to lead this country 
in renewable energy. In particular, in offshore wind.” 
Spectrum News: How the White House says the Inflation Reduction Act will 
impact N.C. 
The potential impact of the Inflation Reduction Act, which President Joe Biden recently 
signed into law, is coming into clearer view. This week, the White House released 
information on how the climate and health care bill, supported by Democrats in 
Congress, will impact states… Tax credits would cover 30% of costs to install solar 
panels and make clean energy home improvements. The White House says this will 
result in more than 170,000 North Carolina households installing rooftop panels… 
Around 135,000 people in North Carolina will gain health insurance next year, 
according to projections from the Department of Health and Human Services.  
Coastland Times: Inflation Reduction Act lowers health care costs and improves 
access 
BUDD’S BUDDIES: Ted Budd Fundraises With Beltway Buddy and D.C. Insider 
Nikki Haley 
Earlier this month, we highlighted all of Ted Budd’s friends that he was celebrating with 
on National Friendship Day. Now, we’re starting a new series – Budd’s Buddies – to 
give voters a look into who Ted Budd is spending his time with. Today, it’s yet another 
closed-door fundraiser with spineless, D.C. insider Nikki Haley. 
Here’s a couple reasons why they make such great pals:  

• Congressman Budd knows a thing or two about political expediency and flip 
flopping to benefit himself, so it’s only fitting that he’s hosting a private 
fundraiser with “one of the biggest GOP flip-floppers” herself Nikki Haley.  

• Haley opposed Medicaid expansion in South Carolina, providing health care to 
hundreds of thousands of people and bringing health care jobs to the state. In 
Washington, Budd voted repeatedly to repeal the Affordable Care Act, which 
includes the option for states to close the coverage gap through Medicaid 
expansion. 

• They both have a mutual friend in corporations. Budd, who has spent his time in 
Congress rewriting the rules to help himself and his corporate backers, finds 
himself in good company with Haley who put corporations ahead of middle 
class South Carolinians during her time as Governor.  

• As South Carolina Governor, Haley supported upholding a ban on gay 
marriage. In July, Budd voted against bipartisan legislation that would codify 
marriage equality, despite record levels of support among Americans for same-
sex marriage. 

“Between their out-for-themselves mentality and out of step, extreme positions that put 
corporate interests ahead of the people they represent, they have so much in common 
that it’s no wonder Nikki Haley is one of Budd’s buddies,” said NCDP spokesperson 
Kate Frauenfelder.  
NC Republicans Worry Budd Can’t Win  
Pat McCrory: “We're really not hearing from Congressman Budd...he's in hiding." 
Conservative commentator: “A focus on turning out hard-core partisans is a plan to 
lose.” 
With the North Carolina race for U.S. Senate in a “dead heat,” members of Budd’s own 
party are expressing concern about his campaign and ability to win.  

• On Capital Tonight, fellow Republican and former Governor  Pat McCrory called 
Budd  out for “hiding,” saying North Carolina voters are “not hearing” from his 
campaign. (Reminder: McCrory has refused to endorse Budd since losing the 
primary in May.) 

• Conservative commentator John Hood’s op-ed signals trouble for Budd’s 
campaign as he “has not yet done what it will take to gather back into the fold 
wayward Republicans” who didn’t support him in the primary. It’s a warning sign 
for Budd who has continuously taken extreme stances – even among his own 
party –  that if he can’t “attract soft partisans and true swing voters, a focus on 
turning out hard-core partisans is a plan to lose.”  

NEW BUDD BOMBSHELL: Budd’s Family Intertwined With Company That Not 
Only Screwed Farmers Out Of $50M, But Owed Over 1.3M In Taxes 
Last year, the Washington Post revealed Budd’s “family’s calamitous involvement in a 
company called AgriBioTech, which ended in a bankruptcy case that cost farmers 
millions of dollars in losses.” Now, a new report reveals that in addition to Ted Budd 
and his family paying themselves millions right before declaring bankruptcy and 
screwing farmers out of millions, AgriBioTech owed over $1.3 million in taxes, including 
$33,000 in North Carolina state taxes. 
Read more:  
Cardinal & Pine: Ted Budd Touts Himself as an Ally to Farmers, But His Record 
Paints a Complicated Picture 

• Agriculture is one of the leading industries in North Carolina, with more than 
52,000 farms across the state. Budd’s voting record on agriculture and farming 
is complicated, the Budd family was involved with a now-bankrupt company that 
cost farmers across 39 states millions and left a substantial tax debt, including 
in N.C. 

• The bankruptcy, coming a few months after the Budd family got its loan back in 
full, meant that some 1,200 farmers in 39 states did not get the money they 
were owed, the Post said, an amount exceeding $50 million.  

• And according to court documents reviewed by Cardinal & Pine, AgriBioTech 
also owed $1.3 million in taxes, including $33,000 in North Carolina state taxes. 

NCDP Statement Blasting Berger for Admitting to Extreme Abortion Restrictions 
North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) Spokesperson Ellie Dougherty released the 
following statement on Senator Phil Berger’s comments on restricting abortion 
access:  
“After months of pushing to reinstate an abortion ban in North Carolina, Phil Berger 
and Republicans have now admitted they want even more extreme restrictions 
imposed on women in our state. Make no mistake: the GOP’s anti-choice agenda is 
dangerous and overwhelmingly unpopular with North Carolinians. Republicans’ 
extremism makes clear that North Carolinians can’t afford GOP control this 
November.” 
ICYMI: NCDP, Sen. Nickel Highlight Democrats’ Inflation Reduction Act, Bo 
Hines’ MAGA Extremism 
Today, following President Biden signing the Inflation Reduction Act into law, State 
Senator and NC-13 congressional candidate Wiley Nickel, North Carolina Democratic 
Party (NCDP) Chair Bobbie Richardson, Pat LeGrand, 1st Vice President of Johnston 
County Senior Dems, and Ned Walsh, a Johnston County senior, held a press 
conference highlighting how Democrats took on special interests to cut costs for 
working families while Republicans sided with Big Pharma and Big Oil and stripped a 
measure to cap insulin costs at $35 per/month. 
If elected to Congress, North Carolinians can count on Bo Hines being a rubber stamp 
on Republicans’ MAGA agenda. From wanting to ban abortion with no exceptions to 
calling to defund the FBI, Hines continues to prove he’s too extreme for North 
Carolina.  
Click here to watch the full event. 
"The Inflation Reduction Act will cut costs for working families in my district without 
raising taxes on anyone making less than $400,000 a year. Here in North Carolina’s 
13th District, we have an opponent on the other side who doesn’t care one bit about 
that. Bo Hines is more invested in being a ‘MAGA warrior’ than reaching across the 
aisle to help solve problems for working families. I’m proud of my work as a State 
Senator to reach across the aisle for bipartisan solutions. That’s what I’ve done in the 
State Senate and that’s what I’ll do in Washington,” said State Senator and NC-13 
congressional candidate Wiley Nickel. 
“Special interests, like Big Pharma and Big Oil, fought hard against the Inflation 
Reduction Act and helped convince every Republican to vote against it, but Democrats 
beat out corporate greed and scored a big win for working families in North Carolina. If 
Bo Hines gets elected, North Carolinians can count on him being a rubber stamp on 
Republicans’ MAGA agenda. This November, we need to elect Wiley Nickel to 
Congress,” said NCDP Chair Bobbie Richardson.  
“As a voter in the 13th District and as a senior, Bo Hines’ extremism terrifies me. 
Republicans are pushing an agenda to cut Social Security and Medicare programs. 
Like millions of North Carolinians, I rely on Social Security and Medicare benefits. If 
Wiley’s extreme MAGA opponent, Bo Hines, were to win, he will vote in lock step with 
Republicans who want to take away, or greatly, reduce our benefits. I trust Wiley 
Nickel and I hope you will give him your vote,” said Pat LeGrand, 1st Vice President of 
Johnston County Senior Dems.  
“Our district simply cannot afford Bo Hines in Congress. It’s clear that Bo Hines would 
be a rubber stamp on Republicans’ extreme agenda to cut Social Security and 
Medicare. While President Biden and Democrats are working to lower costs, MAGA 
extremist Bo Hines continues to prove that he’d be another vote in Congress pushing 
Republicans’ dangerous agenda. The 13th District’s seniors can’t afford Bo Hines. We 
must elect Wiley Nickel come November,” said Ned Walsh, a Johnston County senior.  
WHAT THEY’RE SAYING: Lt. Gov. Robinson’s “Wacky” & “Ludicrous” Idea To 
Remove Science & History From Elementary Schools  
Following a look into North Carolina Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson’s upcoming 
memoir that detailed his vision for the future, news outlets and editorials are calling 
one of his ideas – a suggestion to remove science and history from elementary school 
curriculum – a “ludicrous belief” that would be “bad for our children,” “bad for our ‘best 
in business’ economy,” and would “make a mockery” of our state. 
Read more about his dangerous vision for the future of North Carolina:  
WRAL: ‘In memoir, NC Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson mulls 2024 run, calls for taking 
science, history out of elementary schools — “North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson 
is dropping more hints about a potential run for governor in 2024. And, if elected, he 
says he’d work to keep science and history out of some elementary school 
classrooms. He says he’d also seek to eliminate the State Board of Education, end 
abortion and work to prevent transgender people from serving in the military.” 
CBS17: Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson discusses education at Durham roundtable — “In 
response to Robinson’s education priorities, North Carolina Democratic Party 
spokesperson, Kate Frauenfelder, released this statement: ‘The Lieutenant Governor 
made clear that he has no interest in ensuring our kids receive a high-quality 
education after suggesting science and history ought not be taught in our elementary 
schools. No one should take him seriously on this issue.’” 
Charlotte Observer: Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson’s truly wacky idea for North Carolina 
public schools — ”Third graders who attend public school in North Carolina learn 
about the solar system and volcanoes in science class. Fourth graders study fossils. 
Social studies at the second grade level teaches students about democracy. In fifth 
grade, students discuss rights that are protected under the U.S. Constitution. But 
according to Republican Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, kids shouldn’t be learning about any 
of that.” 
MSNBC: N.C. Republican reportedly floats ban on science, history in elementary 
schools — ”North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, a Republican, may well be the 
most bigoted official in the United States with the least name recognition. He’s a full-on 
extremist. And he reportedly has a new, ludicrous belief to share with the masses: 
Science and history shouldn’t be taught to students until they reach sixth grade…
Robinson, who reportedly wrote that he's preparing for a run for governor in 2024, also 
called for the elimination of the state's board of education.” 
As Budd Fundraises in Greenville, 5 Ways He Has Voted Against Their Interests 
As Ted Budd travels the state hosting private fundraisers instead of meeting with 
voters, we’re continuing to highlight the ways in which he’s failed communities across 
the Tar Heel State. Today, we’re headed to Greenville. 
“As a mom, there is nothing more important to me than ensuring a better future for my 
family,” said Claire Kempner, Greenville resident. “As families struggle with rising 
costs, Ted Budd is hiding from voters like me and has no solutions other than to 
oppose any and every effort to address our economic challenges.”  
As Budd fundraises in Greenville today, take a look at five ways he’s voted against 
their best interests:  

• Despite wide support from both Republicans and Democrats, Budd voted 
against the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law that will provide at least $100 million in 
funding to lower costs for low-income families and expand high-speed internet 
in Greenville and across the state.   

• Budd voted against the American Rescue Plan, which invested tens of millions 
of dollars in East Carolina University and Pitt County Community College to 
help the schools and students recover from the COVID-19 pandemic and power 
the local economy.  

• No thanks to Ted Budd, the city of Greenville received $875,000 through the 
Rural Transformation Grant Fund, a new source of support for rural economic 
development projects in North Carolina funded by the federal American Rescue 
Plan that will help strengthen rural economies and create good jobs.  

• Even as farmers in rural areas like Pitt County deal with the ongoing impact of 
the climate crisis on their productivity, Congressman Budd voted against the 
Inflation Reduction Act which will invest in helping farmers deploy climate-smart 
practices and improve climate resilience. 

• Greenville resident Charles McLawhorn called out Ted Budd for backing a plan 
that would put critical benefits for seniors on the chopping block: “Ted Budd in 
the U.S. Senate and Republican control would mean putting Eastern North 
Carolinians’ Medicare and Social Security benefits in danger.”  

ICYMI: “Where’s Ted?” Editorial Board Questions Budd’s “Quiet” Campaign 
After Republicans publicly worried earlier this week about Congressman Budd’s 
chances in the U.S. Senate race and former Governor Pat McCrory accused Budd of 
“hiding,” the News & Observer Editorial Board is calling out Budd for his “quiet” 
campaign that “makes little noise or news” besides pushing out of step positions. ”  
Key Point: “The problem is that a campaign based on passively riding a favorable tide 
gets in trouble when the currents shift. And in the last several months the currents 
have shifted against Budd and most Republicans.” 
News & Observer: Where’s Ted? The Budd Senate campaign quietly rides his 
Trump endorsement 

• Republican North Carolina Rep. Ted Budd opened his U.S. Senate bid in April, 
2021 with a video of a roaring monster truck rolling over a pile of old cars 
identified as “the liberal agenda.” But ever since then, Budd’s campaign has 
sounded more like an electric car. 

• Budd’s strong pro-life stance wins him favor among conservatives, but the 
overturning of Roe v. Wade has made that position a liability among some 
women who might have otherwise supported him and the ruling may bring out 
more Democratic voters.  

• If he loses, it may well be because he never did take the wheel of that monster 
truck to steer a real campaign of his own. Instead, he opted to be towed to 
November by Trump, who broke down along the way. 

Plan to Cancel Student Debt 
This week, President Biden delivered on his campaign promise and announced a 
three-part plan to cancel up to $20,000 of student debt for low- to middle-income 
borrowers.  
Read the White House fact sheet here. 
If all borrowers claim the relief they are entitled to, these actions will: 

• Provide relief to up to 43 million borrowers, including canceling the full 
remaining balance for roughly 20 million borrowers. 

• Target relief dollars to low- and middle-income borrowers. The Department 
of Education estimates that, among borrowers who are no longer in school, 
nearly 90% of relief dollars will go to those earning less than $75,000 a year. No 
individual making more than $125,000 or household making more than 
$250,000 – the top 5% of incomes in the United States – will receive relief. 

• Help borrowers of all ages. The Department of Education estimates that, 
among borrowers who are eligible for relief, 21% are 25 years and under and 
44% are ages 26-39. More than a third are borrowers age 40 and up, including 
5% of borrowers who are senior citizens. 

• Advance racial equity. By targeting relief to borrowers with the highest 
economic need, the Administration’s actions are likely to help narrow the racial 
wealth gap. Black students are more likely to have to borrow for school and 
more likely to take out larger loans. Black borrowers are twice as likely to have 
received Pell Grants compared to their white peers. Other borrowers of color 
are also more likely than their peers to receive Pell Grants. That is why an 
Urban Institute study found that debt forgiveness programs targeting those who 
received Pell Grants while in college will advance racial equity. 

BUDD’S BUDDIES: As He Refuses to Debate & Talk to NC Voters, Ted Budd Jets 
Off to Kentucky for Fundraiser With Mitch McConnell 
Congressman Ted Budd is jetting off to Kentucky for another out of state fundraiser 
with his D.C. insider buddy Mitch McConnell and embattled Senate candidates 
Mehmet Oz and Herschel Walker. 
“It’s a perfect example of Congressman Budd’s priorities that he is willing to make time 
for Mitch McConnell and his wealthy donors, but refuses to debate and offer solutions 
to North Carolina voters,” said NCDP spokesperson Kate Frauenfelder. “In the Senate, 
Budd and his out of step buddies would be a rubber stamp for Republicans’ extreme 
agenda that would raise taxes and hike health care costs, and that’s exactly why 
voters will reject him this November.”  
Just yesterday, Budd’s campaign dragged their feet on debates and continues to 
refuse to meet with North Carolina voters where they are. The News & Observer 
Editorial Board even asked the question yesterday on everyone’s mind: “Where’s 
Ted?”  
NCDP Statement Commemorating Women’s Equality Day 
Today, North Carolina Democratic Party Chair Dr. Bobbie Richardson released the 
following statement in commemoration of Women’s Equality Day:  
“It was on this day, 102 years ago, that women across this great nation achieved the 
first of many hard-won victories in their fight for equality with the adoption of the 19th 
Amendment. As women come together across the nation today to commemorate this 
moment in history and reflect on its significance in our lives, it is critical to recognize 
that not all women were granted suffrage that day. Women of color fought for decades 
more to gain voting rights.  
“Today, these inequalities persist as regressive politicians continuously seek to divide 
us in our fight for equal rights for all women. This year is the first year in decades that 
women born today have less rights than their mothers had — that is inexcusable. Now 
is the time for us all to stand in unity to right this wrong and work for a more just future 
for generations of women to come.” 
ICYMI: Legislative Democrats Call Out Republicans for Hold Out on Education 
Funds 
Yesterday, North Carolina Democratic Leaders Dan Blue and Robert Reives, 
alongside Democratic legislators from both the House and the Senate, joined together 
to hold a press conference on the damage that the Republican reluctance to pass 
sufficient funding for our public schools is having on children and educational staff 
across North Carolina.  
Heading into a new school year, and a new legislative session, Democratic leadership 
called for the Republicans to stop holding out on passing the funding necessary to 
solve teacher shortages and school supply shortages in all 100 counties - arguing that 
a prior court decision already ruled North Carolina’s public schools are owed $785 
million due to demonstrated underfunding. 
North Carolina is experiencing higher than average teaching staff shortages across 
the state - with 11,297 teaching staff vacancies. In the press conference, House 
Democratic Leader Robert Rieves specified that those vacancies included over 3,600 
are K-12 teachers, 1,300 are bus drivers, 850 special education teachers, 4,300 are 
support staff, and more than 350 are counselors, social workers, and school 
psychologists. A list far too long that is having a real impact on not just education 
professionals, but students across the North Carolina public education system. 
News & Observer: Stop ‘demonizing’ public school teachers, NC Democratic 
leaders say 

• “You don’t put the bullseye on their back and organize people across the state 
to demonize them for what they are teaching in a basic education plan,” Blue 
said. “Should you demonize teachers because they’re teaching some aspect of 
civics, so the kids understand how their government is organized in elementary 
school? Should you demonize them because you’re trying to teach them 
rudimentary concepts of science, while they’re young?” 

• “A lot of the division you see right now starts at the government level,” Reives, 
of Chatham County, said. “If suddenly the government was into the solution, 
instead of interested in just creating more of a problem, I think it becomes a 
more attractive profession.” 

WRAL: Democrats call for action as vacancies among NC K-5 teachers jump by 
65% this year 

• "We’re in session and if we decide we can start addressing these issues," Blue 
said. "We don’t have to wait till January. It’s critical enough. The alarms are 
going off." 

• "In fact, we’re sitting on billions of dollars in reserves, while students are going 
back to class without teachers or other essential employees that make our 
schools work," Reives said. "We as legislators have the ability to provide more 
resources to these so we can recruit and retain the best possible teachers and 
school staff for our students." 

Associated Press: Democrats: NC educators need financial and moral support 
• But “it’s about more than just money,” said Senate Minority Leader Dan Blue, 

a Wake County Democrat. “Educators are underpaid, overworked and 
importantly, underappreciated.” 

• Rep. Robert Reives of Chatham County, Blue’s counterpart in the House, said 
there are several billion dollars in state coffers left unspent that could address a 
“crisis of resources” in the schools. Both he and Blue said schools also are 
having trouble filling vacancies because too many people are unfairly 
“demonizing” public education as well as teachers for curriculum or other hot-
button social issues. 

https://click.ngpvan.com/k/49588226/362719498/-1281809461?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMTMvMS84NzQ1NiIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmMWQxZDY4MS0zZDIyLWVkMTEtYmQ2ZS0yODE4NzhiODNkOGEiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImFsYW5kYjUxMDBAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ==&hmac=isH8iNIupZnLr-pG5UbVs9ZEDOhs5PE--TsLg8HEoW0=&emci=8af2efce-3b22-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&emdi=f1d1d681-3d22-ed11-bd6e-281878b83d8a&ceid=620518
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