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Important Dates to Remember 

March 13, 5:30 p.m. – Chatham County Board of Education Meeting, George 
Moses Horton Middle School, Pittsboro.  
The agenda is available online. 

March 16, 5 – 7:30 p.m. – Chatham County Democratic Party Volunteer 
Recognition Dinner, Chatham County Agricultural Center, Pittsboro 

- Photos with Governor Roy Cooper! 
- Remarks from elected officials 
- $100/person; $175/couple 
- Sign up at www.ccdpnc.org  

March 20 – Chatham County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

April 15 – Annual CCDP County Convention (Zoom Event) 

For more upcoming events and details, visit: https://www.ccdpnc.org/calendar-of-
events  

### 
Other Local Events 

Wednesday, March 22, 7 – 8:30 p.m. 
Native Plant Seminar 
Chatham County Democratic Party Community Engagement Center 
628 East St 
Pittsboro 
Every day, developers clear our meadows and woodlands, destroying native habitats. 
We must ensure the survival of critical species and ecosystems. 
  
Our insect populations are declining at unprecedented rates. Their importance to the 
survival of the planet cannot be overstated – they are the fuel of all life. This is an 
immense and urgent problem. 
  
By adding even a few square feet of native keystone plants to our yards we can help 
restore and preserve the butterfly, bee, moth, firefly, bat, animal, fish and bird 
populations. 
  
Join us as JERILYN MACLEAN, local advocate and consultant, speaks about the ways 
in which we can make a difference by adding native plants to our gardens. She will also 
bring a small sampling of native plants for purchase. 
 
PLEASE RSVP:  https://mobilize.us/s/0kERSs 
Tuesday, March 28, 7 p.m. 
“Environmental Effects of Industries in Chatham County” 
Sponsored by the Fearrington Democratic Club 
Zoom Event 

Local newspapers contain distressing articles about the environmental consequences of 
massive new factories coming to Chatham and their possible impacts on already impure 
drinking water and inadequate wastewater treatment systems. The Fearrington 
Democratic Club’s speaker at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 28, will be Lisa Sorg, award-
winning environmental reporter and assistant editor at NC Policy Watch. Her topic: 
“Environmental Effects of Industries in Chatham County.”    

To request the link to register for the Zoom, please use the contact form on the Club’s 
website https://www.fearringtondems.org/our-club/contact-us by 5 p.m. on the day of the 
event (and sooner is better).  

### 

News from Governor Roy Cooper’s Office 
Just a few minutes ago, I finished the State of the State address to North Carolina. You 
can watch it here if you missed seeing it live. 
If you weren’t able to watch, here’s the gist of my message: 
Over and over throughout our state’s history, North Carolinians have been a people who 
overcame adversity, seized opportunity, and invested in the future. That culture of 
innovation and determination makes our state the very best place to live, learn, work, 
and raise a family — my wife Kristin and I should know. 
It’s made North Carolina a global leader in the clean energy economy, endowed us with 
the enduring legacy of the first public university in the nation, and made us the number 
one state in the country for business in 2022. 
The dedicated, determined, diverse people who make up our workforce are the 
foundation of that success, and my commitment to serve them — and all North 
Carolinians — is what drives our administration’s plans for the future. 
The state of our state is brighter than ever. After emerging from challenging years 
stronger and more resilient, we’re looking ahead. We’ll work together to expand 
access to health care coverage, improve infrastructure, protect our people from gun 
violence, and continue leading the way on enacting pro-business solutions to our 
climate crisis. 
I’m gratified that legislators have now agreed to expand Medicaid, which is the path 
forward for keeping North Carolinians healthy. We can and must pass it immediately, to 
cover more than 600,000 folks who need good quality health care. Our state can’t work 
if workers can’t get the medical care they need to stay on the job. 
We also know that our future success depends upon giving the next generation the start 
they deserve. That’s why we’re investing in child care centers and public schools, and I 
hope that we can all come together to support every student from every walk of life. 
That includes supporting students who are facing challenges with their mental health. 
The youth mental health crisis cannot be ignored, and I’ve already directed tens of 
millions of federal dollars into the effort to fight it. We’ll continue to do everything we can 
to set our children up for success. 
Thank you so very much for your trust in me and your shared commitment to our state, 
Roy Cooper 

### 

News from the North Carolina Democratic Party 

This week’s news releases: 
ICYMI: In Press Call, NCDP Chair Highlights Lt. Gov. Robinson’s Extremism 
Ahead of His State of The State Response 
Ahead of Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson’s response to the State of the State 
tonight, NCDP Chair Anderson Clayton held a press call to remind North Carolinians of 
Robinson’s extreme agenda of rolling reproductive rights all the way back, prioritizing 
culture wars over classrooms, and spreading hate toward the LGBTQ+ community. By 
choosing him as the response, North Carolina Republicans have cemented him as the 
leader of their party and the figurehead for their vision and priorities.  
Watch the full recording.  
“Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson has made clear he doesn’t trust women to make 
their own health care decisions. He’s made it clear he wants to tell you who to love – 
and who to hate. And he’s made it abundantly clear that he does not represent our 
North Carolina values. But this is who North Carolina Republicans have chosen to be 
their voice tonight, and Leader Berger, Speaker Moore, and every GOP legislator 
should have to answer for that,” said NCDP Chair Anderson Clayton during the call. 
Lt. Gov. Robinson is too extreme for North Carolina:  

• He has called the LGBTQ community “filth.”  
• He has demeaned women, saying: “We are called to be led by men” and that 

“when it was time to face down Goliath, [God] sent David. Not Davita, David.” 
• He has called for eliminating science and history from the first through fifth-grade 

curriculum and shuttering the State Board of Education. 
• He opposes all abortion, even in cases of rape and incest, and said that once a 

woman is pregnant, “it’s not [her] body anymore.” Last week, he called on the 
legislature to pass a "so-called" heartbeat bill, but said that if he were governor 
he would pass a complete ban. 

NCDP Chair On North Carolina Supreme Court Decision to Block Leandro Funds 
North Carolina Democratic Party Chair Anderson Clayton released the following 
statement:  
“Nearly 30 years after the original filing in Leandro v. State of North Carolina that 
recognized the state constitutional right for every student to have access to a sound 
basic education, our schools have bottomed out under Republican rule in the 
legislature. This reversal further hurts our classrooms and gives legislators the green 
light to continue to starve public education.  
“There is no excuse for billions of dollars to sit in the state coffers while North Carolina 
families suffer from teacher shortages and under-resourced schools, our youth deal with 
a mental health crisis, and our underpaid educators work overtime to prepare their 
students for the future. When our families, students, and teachers have the resources 
they need, North Carolina will have an education system we can be proud of – it’s past 
time the legislature fully funds this plan.”  
This decision reverses the State Supreme Court's ruling last November – the only 
difference now being the partisan make-up of our courts and the continued desire from 
Republicans to defund public schools. As Justice Earls writes in her dissent: “If our 
Court cannot or will not enforce state constitutional rights, those rights do not exist, the 
constitution is not worth the paper it is written on, and our oath as judicial officer to 
uphold the constitution is a meaningless charade.”  
NCDP Chair Statement Ahead of Governor Cooper’s State of The State 
North Carolina Democratic Party Chair Anderson Clayton released the following 
statement: 
“Thanks to Governor Cooper's leadership, North Carolina’s future is brighter than ever. 
He has led our state through unprecedented challenges and now as we look toward a 
once-in–a-generation opportunity to invest in our communities – from small towns to 
urban centers — Governor Cooper has laid out a clear vision. 
“He has worked to secure our future by investing in critical infrastructure like clean water 
and high-speed internet, leading the transition to a clean energy economy and creating 
thousands of jobs, and working across the aisle to expand Medicaid and raise teacher 
pay. As job-killing culture wars raged and sought to divide us, Governor Cooper stood 
strong to protect our freedoms and ensure North Carolina is welcoming to all. 
“Moving forward, it is critical that we remain focused on what’s best for working families. 
That means doing more to invest in our public schools and make sure our students are 
prepared for the jobs of the future, working to create safer communities in the face of 
senseless gun violence, and building resilient communities as the realities of climate 
change impact our state. Working together, we can seize this historic moment to invest 
in communities so that they can thrive – not just survive.”  
Mark Robinson Can’t Run Away from His Extremism 
Following Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson’s State of the State response, a 
Charlotte Observer editorial is calling out his attempt to sound “reasonable” and 
reminding North Carolinians of his extreme record, writing: “That is who our lieutenant 
governor really is. It’s who he always has been. It’s telling — and troubling — that North 
Carolina Republicans chose Robinson to deliver this address.” 
In the last two weeks, Robinson has headlined CPAC, reiterated his support for a 
complete abortion ban, and called the transgender movement “demonic.” He can’t run 
away from his extremism when it's politically convenient for him. North Carolinians won’t 
be fooled.  
Read more:  
Charlotte Observer: Who is this Mark Robinson that suddenly wants ‘thoughtful 
discussion’ in NC?  

• It was very different than the Mark Robinson we were given a glimpse of 
throughout the past month.  

• Last week, he appeared on a radio show with a state representative and voiced 
his support for a total abortion ban.  

• And just two weeks before that, Robinson appeared on a podcast with former 
Trump adviser Sebastian Gorka, where he continued the anti-transgender hate 
speech that has unfortunately become his brand.  

• That is who our lieutenant governor really is. It’s who he always has been. It’s 
telling — and troubling — that North Carolina Republicans chose Robinson to 
deliver this address. 

• It reads as a tacit acceptance of Robinson as the leader of their party, despite his 
dangerous rhetoric. 

• You cannot divorce the Mark Robinson who tried to represent the best of his 
party on Monday night from the Mark Robinson who often represents its worst. 
The man who delivered a statewide address on Monday night may run for 
governor, but the man who spews hate in church sermons, radio shows, 
conservative conferences and podcasts will be on the ballot, too. 

NCDP Chair Responds to FOX8 Reporting Resurfacing Lt. Governor Robinson’s 
Disturbing Anti-LGBTQ Comments 

Today, FOX8 reported on resurfaced comments by North Carolina’s Lieutenant 
Governor Mark Robinson calling the transgender "movement" “full of the spirit of the 
antichrist.” North Carolina Democratic Party Chair Anderson Clayton released the 
following statement in response:  

“This is yet another disturbing instance of the Lieutenant Governor’s hateful rhetoric that 
hurts LGBTQ+ North Carolinians and threatens the state’s economic future. Instead of 
focusing on the biggest issues facing families like lowering costs or expanding health 
care access, Robinson continues to prioritize job-killing culture wars for the purpose of 
partisan divisiveness.” 

FOX8: Transgender ‘movement’ is ‘of the antichrist’ Robinson says in resurfaced 
2021 sermon 

A recent podcast appearance brought an old clip of North Carolina’s Lieutenant 
Governor back to the forefront just before he appeared at high-profile speaking 
engagements as North Carolina’s highest-ranking Republican. 

Lt. Gov. Robinson appeared on “The Manhood Hour” with Sebastian Gorka, former 
deputy assistant to President Trump, on Feb. 15, in an episode entitled “Being 
victimized does not make you a victim,” a quote from Robinson said during the episode. 

“I think the ‘red-pilling,’ the wake-up moment, for tens if not hundreds of millions of 
Americans is this transgender extremism,” Gorka says as a lead-in to playing a clip of 
Robinson speaking at a church event in August 2021 in Raleigh. The host doesn’t offer 
context on-air beyond praising it as his “favorite” clip that he’s played on his podcast. 

At the top of the clip, which is from part of a sermon where he discussed what he 
believed he wasn’t supposed to say as a politician, Robinson said, “I’m not supposed to 
say this but there are only two genders. Only man and woman.” 

“The transgender movement in this country, if there’s a movement in this country that is 
demonic and that is full of the spirit of the antichrist, it is the transgender movement.” 

Gorka quips about the off-the-cuff nature of the speech, and Robinson responds, “That 
was straight from the heart. That was straight off God’s plate. We don’t back up from 
those words at all because, you know, I have a higher calling than serving in public 
office.” 
Two Years Later: American Rescue Plan Still Delivering – No Thanks to GOP 
On the two-year anniversary of President Biden signing the American Rescue Plan into 
law, North Carolinians are still benefiting from the relief President Biden and Democrats 
delivered – with no help from a single Republican.  
Thanks to President Biden and Democrats, the American Rescue Plan has created the 
strongest jobs recovery on record, provided tax relief for working families, brought child 
poverty to a record low, led a small business boom, bolstered public safety and crime 
prevention in our communities, and more – with no help from a single Republican.  
“Despite Republicans’ attempts to stop them, President Biden and Democrats came into 
office and worked immediately to provide relief for working Americans. Two years later, 
North Carolinians are seeing the results in their communities: record low 
unemployment, tax relief for working families, small businesses are on the rise, and 
that’s just the beginning. While MAGA Republicans continue to prioritize their extreme 
agenda over the needs of working families, President Biden and Democrats remain 
focused on finishing the job,” said North Carolina Democratic Party Chair Anderson 
Clayton. 
Here’s a reminder about just some of the critical relief Republicans opposed:  

• A strong economic recovery, with North Carolina unemployment falling to 3.8 
percent, as compared to 5.6 percent when President Biden took office, and 
353,000 new jobs. 

• Helping foster 336,000 new small business applications in North Carolina. 
• Direct pandemic relief to all 647 North Carolina towns, cities, and counties. 
• Vital education funding for over 110 school districts in North Carolina to support 

academic recovery post-pandemic. 
• Help for 4,200 child care programs in North Carolina to keep their doors open, 

impacting up to 371,000 children. 
• Working family tax relief for 1.3 million families in North Carolina and an 

expanded Earned Income Tax Credit for 601,000 works in North Carolina. 
• Affordable, high-speed internet for 78,000 homes and businesses in North 

Carolina. 
• Vital relief for 2,576 North Carolina restaurants through the American Rescue 

Plan’s Restaurant Revitalization Fund. 
Read the full North Carolina fact sheet. 
This Week’s Point/Counterpoint: 
POINT: Democrats promote government overreach. 
COUNTERPOINT:   

• It’s rich for Republicans to talk about government overreach when they’re the 
ones who want to interfere with women’s health care and get in the middle of 
their deeply personal decisions.  

### 
News from NC House Democratic Leader Robert Reives 

Hello, 

This first week of March has been productive at the General Assembly. The Senate 
advanced the compromise Medicaid expansion legislation through committee, getting 
us one step closer to implementing this desperately needed policy. House and Senate 
Democrats held numerous press conferences highlighting legislative goals on various 
topics, including safety measures for firearms, the Equal Rights Amendment, and the 
Freedom to Vote Act.  

Sincerely, 

Robert T. Reives II 

### 

News from Neighbors on Call  

We've got a new hybrid NoC event scheduled for Thursday, March 23: "Insider's 
Guide to the NCGA."  

Governance 
• On Wednesday the NC House approved two resolutions that call for a 

national convention to propose changes to the US Constitution. If the 
resolutions pass the NC Senate, North Carolina will join 19 states of the 34 
needed to call a “convention of states,” one of the methods of constitutional 
amendment permitted by the US Constitution. One of the resolutions focuses on 
term limits for national elected office, while the other calls for amendments that 
would limit government spending power and “prevent government overreach.” 
The push for a constitutional convention has mostly been driven by Republicans, 
although a few Democrats in the NC House supported one or both of the 
resolutions. 

Voting Rights 
• On Wednesday Democrats in the NC General Assembly announced a 

significant voting rights bill filed in both the state House and Senate. The 
bill, called the Freedom to Vote bill, would create a nonpartisan redistricting 
commission, allow online voter registration, increase funding for NC elections 
offices, and toughen penalties for those who either intimidate voters or falsely tell 
voters they are ineligible to vote. Though the bill is unlikely to pass given 
Republican control of both chambers, Democrats emphasized the importance of 
protecting voters given Republican attacks on elections and voting rights. 

• Republicans in the NC General Assembly introduced two bills that would 
restrict mail-in and early voting. One of the bills, similar to a previous bill 
vetoed by Governor Cooper, would prevent elections offices from accepting mail-
in ballots received after 7:30 PM on Election Day. The other proposes a state 
constitutional amendment to limit early voting to seven days. 

• On Wednesday the NC House unanimously approved a bill that would 
change how members of the Wake County Board of Commissioners are 
elected. Two days earlier, the bill’s sponsor, Rep. Erin Paré – Wake County’s 
only Republican state lawmaker – had reached a compromise agreement with 
the current Wake County Board of Commissioners. The bill would change the 
seven Board of Commissioner seats currently elected by the county at large to 
elections by district beginning in 2024 and would add two additional at-large 
seats in 2026. However, unlike the original bill proposed by Rep. Paré, elections 
would still be partisan. 

Education Policy 
• On Friday Superior Court Judge James Ammons, appointed in December to 

oversee the Leandro case, gave attorneys in the case a deadline of March 
15 to file briefs on the dollar amount required to fund the third year of a 
comprehensive school plan. The hearing took place a week after the NC 
Supreme Court reinstated a lower court order blocking Superior Court Judge 
David Lee’s November ruling that would have required the state to fund the first 
two years of an eight-year school improvement plan. 

• On Monday Republican Sen. Danny Earl Britt (Robeson) filed a bill in the 
NC Senate that would restore extra pay for teachers and instructional 
support personnel with graduate degrees. SB 202 would restore master’s pay, 
often used to recruit highly trained teachers, reversing the Republican-led NC 
General Assembly’s elimination of master’s pay in 2013. 

• On Thursday a bipartisan group of state lawmakers introduced a set of bills 
to support North Carolina’s understaffed daycare industry and address 
infant and maternal mortality. A key bill in the package calls for $300 million in 
state subsidies to make daycare worker wages more competitive. Other bills 
include a change in the daycare and preschool rating system, additional 
subsidies for child care in rural areas, a pilot program to test alternate ways of 
financing daycare, and an increase in prenatal care covered by Medicaid. 

Economic and Housing Policy 
• On Tuesday the NC General Assembly passed a bill that would give hotel 

managers or innkeepers more latitude for removing long-term guests who 
are violating rules of the hotel or inn. SB 53/HB 41 would eliminate landlord-
tenant rules for someone staying in a hotel, motel, or RV park for less than 90 
days, making it easier for proprietors to remove occupants within that time frame. 
The bill, which had some Democratic support in the NC House, now goes to 
Governor Cooper, who vetoed a similar bill in 2021. 

Health Care Policy 
• This week the NC Senate Health Committee approved a bill to expand 

Medicaid, following the compromise arranged the previous week by 
Republican leaders in the NC House and Senate. As agreed upon in the 
compromise deal, the bill includes changes in certificate of need laws preferred 
by Republicans in the Senate. The Medicaid expansion portion of the bill would 
be void if there is no new state budget in place by June 30, which could place 
pressure on Governor Cooper to sign a budget he doesn’t like. 

• On Wednesday Governor Cooper announced a plan to improve mental 
health care and substance abuse care in North Carolina. The $1 billion plan, 
which is part of Cooper’s forthcoming budget proposal, would include an increase 
in mental health services for schools and jails, a spending bump for inpatient and 
supplemental mental health care, and an update of Medicaid reimbursement 
rates for mental health care. Republican leaders in the NCGA announced 
their own agreement on budget spending limits the same day, planning for 
a $29.7 billion budget for the coming fiscal year, a 6.5% increase from the 
current year. 

• On Friday Governor Cooper signed into law a bill that will allow a state-run 
hospital in Butner to transition from an adult substance abuse facility into 
an adolescent mental health hospital starting this summer. The bill had 
unanimously passed the state legislature. The new facility, which will start with 54 
beds and increase to 90, will address the shortage of youth mental health care 
beds in the state. 

Women’s Rights 
• On Wednesday Democrats in the NC General Assembly filed bills that 

would add North Carolina to the list of states supporting ratification of the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). Democrats have filed similar bills for the past 
three years, but they haven’t received enough Republican support to pass. A total 
of 38 states have ratified the amendment, meeting the 3/4 requirement for 
adoption; however, given that some states have rescinded their support and the 
long delay since the amendment was originally put forward in 1972, its path to 
adoption is complicated. 

Criminal Justice 
• On Tuesday a NC Senate committee unanimously approved a Republican-

sponsored bill that would increase penalties for trafficking fentanyl and 
heroin. SB 189 would increase fines for trafficking these drugs, redefine death 
by distribution offenses, and establish a task force to enforce fentanyl and heroin 
violations. Before approving the bill, the committee added amendments to 
expand the Good Samaritan immunity law designed to encourage people to call 
911 in response to overdoses. 

• On Monday Democrats in the NC House filed a bill that would eliminate 
cash bail for people charged with low-level crimes. HB 271, whose primary 
sponsors include former judges Rep. Marcia Morey and Rep. Joe John, would 
prohibit judges from imposing cash bail for someone charged with one or more 
Class 3 misdemeanors, the lowest level of misdemeanor crime, potentially 
preventing people from being stuck in jail if they can’t pay. 

• On Thursday the NC Senate gave final approval to a bill to increase 
punishments for riots. The bill, which had passed the NC House with the 
support of six Democrats, would increase existing penalties for participating in or 
“urging” a riot (potentially a lower standard than incitement) and for causing injury 
or property damage during a riot, and it would add a felony penalty for 
participating in a riot that leads to a death. Democrats and civil rights groups 
argue that the bill could have a chilling effect on free speech by deterring 
peaceful protests. The bill now goes to Governor Cooper, who vetoed a similar 
bill in 2021. 

Governance 
• On Tuesday four Republicans in the NC House announced their 

sponsorship of a bill to display the phrase “In God We Trust” in both the 
House and Senate chambers of the NCGA. Rep. Ben Moss (R-Richmond), 
one of the bill’s sponsors, said the motto would remind lawmakers that their votes 
are “an act of service to the Lord.” 

Voting Rights  
• On Thursday the US Supreme Court requested additional briefs from 

parties in Moore v. Harper – the case in which Republicans argued for the 
so-called independent state legislature doctrine. Because the NC Supreme 
Court has chosen to rehear arguments in the gerrymandering case, there is a 
possibility the US Supreme Court case will be rendered moot. Parties must 
submit new briefs by March 20. 

• On Wednesday the NC House Judiciary 2 Committee unanimously 
approved a bill that would put on the ballot a constitutional amendment to 
repeal the literacy test for voting that remains in the NC Constitution. HB 44 
would take out the phrase “Every person presenting himself for [voter] 
registration shall be able to read and write any section of the constitution in the 
English language,” which was added to the NC constitution in 1899 to stop Black 
citizens from voting. 

Education Policy 
• On Friday the NC Supreme Court issued a ruling reversing a decision the 

court made four months ago related to the Leandro school funding case. In 
a 5-2 ruling, the court said that the state controller did not have to transfer $1.75 
billion to comply with the Leandro decision, as Superior Court Judge David Lee 
had previously ordered him to do. The recent NC Supreme Court decision had 
upheld this order, but last month a lawyer for the current controller, Nels 
Roseland, told the court he was worried that making the transfer could cause him 
to face legal penalties. 

• This week a committee in the NC House approved a bill that would protect 
American Indian students who wish to wear culturally significant regalia to 
their high school graduations. HB 166 and SB 139 originally required students 
to be permitted to wear objects of cultural significance “including bird feathers 
and plumes,” but the committee amended the bill to specify that only bird 
feathers and plumes are considered protected objects of cultural significance. 

Economic and Housing Policy 
• On Tuesday the NC Senate Agriculture, Energy, and Environment 

Committee unanimously approved a bill that would increase civil and 
criminal penalties for attacking utilities. SB 58 would define “injuring an 
energy facility” as a new crime and would make it a Class C felony or, if the 
attack causes someone’s death, a Class B2 felony. The bill was written in 
response to a series of attacks on utilities in North Carolina and other states late 
last year. 

Health Care Policy 
• On Thursday the Republican leaders of the NC House and Senate 

announced that they had reached a deal to expand Medicaid in the state. 
The final compromise bill will include some provisions the NC Senate had wanted 
to include, such as a partial repeal of the state’s certificate of need rules, but not 
a provision to allow highly trained nurses to take on additional duties without the 
supervision of a doctor (see update below). Also, the expansion of Medicaid 
would not go into effect until the passage of the state budget. Governor Cooper, 
who has long pushed for Medicaid expansion along with Democratic lawmakers, 
celebrated the decision but called for it to be effective immediately. 

• On Tuesday identical bills were filed in the NC House and Senate to enact 
the SAVE Act, which would allow advanced practice registered nurses 
(nurses with at least a master’s degree and sometimes a doctorate) to offer 
additional patient services without a doctor’s supervision. Nurses currently 
have to pay doctors as much as tens of thousands of dollars for supervision that 
nursing and advocacy groups say is not necessary. SB 175 and HB 218 are 
expected to have broad support in the NCGA, though a provision that would have 
made the same changes to regulations was taken out of the compromise 
Medicaid expansion agreement. 

• On Tuesday the NC Senate passed a bill that would legalize medical 
marijuana in the state. SB 3, which would allow for the prescription of marijuana 
for specific medical conditions, including cancer and PTSD, but not others such 
as glaucoma or opioid addiction, passed in a 36-10 vote. On Wednesday the 
Senate gave final approval to the bill and sent it to the House. 

Women’s Rights 
• This week Republican legislative leaders filed a motion to intervene in a 

case challenging North Carolina’s restrictions on the prescription of 
mifepristone, an abortion drug. NC Attorney General Josh Stein had said he 
would not defend the state’s regulations of the drug; Berger and Moore say that 
they should be allowed to defend the state’s abortion pill laws given that Stein will 
not. The suit in question was brought by Dr. Amy Bryant, who says NC’s 
restrictions are preempted by the FDA. 

Criminal Justice 
• A bill filed in the NC House would allow cities to employ civilian traffic 

crash investigators. Such investigators would not be allowed to issue citations 
or make arrests, and they would only be allowed to investigate property damage. 
A similar bill was filed last year in the NC Senate, but it didn’t pass. 

### 

News from Attorney General Josh Stein 

Consumer Alert 

Be Aware of Brushing Scams 
Our office has been alerted to reports of “brushing” scams. Brushing scams occur when 
a person receives a package from a business containing various items that they never 
ordered. The packages will be addressed to your residence, but usually do not have a 
return address or have the return address of a retailer. The scammer typically orders the 
merchandise using a third-party seller like Amazon or eBay. Their aim is to pose as a 
verified buyer of that product so they can post a fake positive review online to boost 
their product rating and popularity. 
Although this type of scam seems victimless, it likely means that your personal 
information has been leaked and is available somewhere online. This information 
may be your name, address, or phone number. While you may not face any immediate 
harm from a “brushing” scam, your leaked personal information could set you up for 
another type of scam or identity theft in the future. 
If you receive a package that you did not order yourself, follow these guidelines to 
protect yourself: 

• Notify the retailer. Most businesses encourage you to report fraudulent activity 
for security purposes. You should let them know that you received a package 
based on a fraudulent purchase so that they can take the appropriate steps to 
prevent it from happening again. 

• Do not send money for an unsolicited package. Contact the retailer directly 
and ask whether they are willing to pay for the return to them or let you keep the 
product at no cost to you. You should not pay for any return. 

• Change your passwords. It is very likely that your personal information has 
been compromised. You should immediately update your security settings and 
passwords for accounts you may have with various retailers. 

• Monitor your accounts. Keep an eye on your bank statements and credit 
reports to be sure that your more sensitive personal information has not been 
leaked. Consider putting a free security freeze in place as well – learn more 
at www.ncdoj.gov/securityfreeze.    

If you think that you or somebody you know has been affected by a brushing scam, 
contact our office’s Consumer Protection Division at 1-877-5-NO-SCAM or file a 
complaint online. 

### 

News from Poder NC 

### 

Selected News and Opinion Stories of Note 

Chatham News + Record: Chairperson of Chatham’s Democrats Stepping Down 

Chapelboro.com: North Carolina Supreme Court to Revisit School Funding 

Chatham News + Record: Senior Tar Heel Legislature Rep Talks Policies, Need for 
More Work to Sustain Quality of Life for NC’s Older Adults 

Chatham News + Record: Chatham Commissioners – The Nitty Gritty: A First 
Look at the Proposed Updates to the Unified Development Ordinance 

The Assembly NC: A Jury of One’s Peers 

Raleigh News & Observer: NC Lawmakers Are Making More School Boards 
Partisan, and Getting More Republicans Elected 

WUNC: In State of the State, NC Governor Cooper Calls for Education, 
Infrastructure Funding  

Carolina Public Press: Medicare Advantage, Insuring 1 Million Patients in North 
Carolina, Faces New Challenges to Costs, Practices 

Chatham News + Record: High-Tech Training Hub at CCCC Will Boost Region 

Chatham News + Record: Siler City Commissioners – Board Approves 
Certification Pay Plan for Public Works 

Chatham News + Record: VinFast: We’re Delaying Vehicle Rollout 

Chatham News + Record: After School Homework Helps Tutors Go Above and 
Beyond 

The Assembly NC: Power in the Public Sector 

ProPublica: Some Election Officials Refused to Certify Results. Few Were Held 
Accountable. 

Chatham News + Record: ‘Equity’ in Chatham County Schools Isn’t Worth 
Squabbling Over 

The Assembly NC: Another Loss for Democrats 

The New North Carolina Project, an 18-month-old progressive organization that seeks 
to boost turnout among the state’s Black and brown voters, laid off its staff of 20 last 
week, director Aimy Steele told The Assembly.  
 
For now, the project will be “volunteer-led,” Steele said. “We have no paid staff, 
including myself." 
 
Modeled on former Georgia gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams’ New Georgia 
Project, the North Carolina version launched in August 2021 with $2 million in the bank.  
 
Abrams’ group was widely credited with helping secure narrow victories in her state for 
President Joe Biden and Sens. Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff, all Democrats, in 
2020. That same year, Donald Trump won North Carolina by about 75,000 votes, and 
about 1 million eligible people of color didn’t vote.  
 
“What’s happening is people of color are getting accustomed to this operation of coming 
to talk to them only when it’s election time, and they're tired of it,” Steele said. “And 
they’re responding by sometimes not voting regularly.” 
 
The New North Carolina Project was meant to change that. Steele told The Assembly 
that their organizers knocked on 60,000 doors, made 136,000 phone calls, and sent 2 
million text messages to voters in 10 counties during the 2022 cycle. Still, turnout 
among voters of color remained low, and Democrats suffered stinging defeats.  
 
Growing Democratic frustration is what pushed the state party’s executive committee to 
defy Gov. Roy Cooper and replace its leadership last month, as The Assembly reported.  
 
Investing in year-round efforts to organize young and rural voters and communities of 
color was part of what new chair Anderson Clayton promised in her bid. The party had 
also run out of money and laid off all of its organizers at the end of 2022.   
 
Clayton told The Assembly on Friday that she plans to relaunch the party’s organizing 
program as soon as it can afford to do so. Though the NCDP raised a healthy $134,000 
in February, Clayton said she’s “trying not to make any promises to people, especially 
right now” about the timing. 
 
Similarly, Steele said she hopes to rehire staff as fundraising improves, and stressed 
that the layoffs don’t mean the project is shutting down.  
 
“As a Black female-led organization, I'm deeply committed to this work, and I will stay 
committed to this work regardless of the funding,” Steele said. “We’re still open. We 
haven’t gone away.” 

–Jeffrey Billman, reporter

Governor Cooper delivers State of the State 
On Monday, Governor Cooper delivered his State of the State Address. He spoke 
about the need for us to continue making investments in improving our state, 
especially in teachers and education generally. With the massive investments we have 
received over the past two years in economic development, we must ensure that there 
are plenty of North Carolinians qualified to work in these good-paying jobs on the way. 

I joined Spectrum news after the event to share my thoughts. 

 

Click the image above to read a thread outlining some of the work House 
Democrats did this week.  

NC Rural Center announces Homegrown Leaders Applications 
 

 

The North Carolina Rural Center has announced that applications are open for their 
regional leadership training. You can find more information from them below, and apply 
if interested: 

Homegrown Leaders is a three-day regional leadership and community 
economic development training that equips existing and emerging leaders with 
the skills they need to lead long-term economic advancement in their 
community and region. In 2018-2020 we served 31 western counties and in 2022 
we served 42 eastern counties. 

Central Training – Region 1 
Caswell, Chatham, Durham, Franklin, Johnston, Granville, Lee, Moore, Orange, 
Person, Vance, Wake, and Warren Counties 

Training will take place April 18-20. 

Applications are now open. 

Other News 

WUNC: Shortage of child care options prompts new NC legislation 

Ferrel Guillory: For educators’ pay and more, ‘we have the money’ 

WFAE: After Cooper's State of the State, what's next for North Carolina politics? 

WRAL: 'State of the State': Cooper tells NC lawmakers to invest in schools to 
keep economy booming 

WRAL: How NC's multibillion-dollar Medicaid deal was reached -- and who it 
benefits 

EdNC: North Carolina infants are more likely to die in their first year than the 
national average — especially if they’re Black 

NoC’s “Insider’s Guide to the NCGA”  
Thursday, March 23 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Program 7 – 8 p.m. 
One meeting, multiple locations (hybrid)

How can advocates at the NC General Assembly be most (and least) effective this 
year? How does the budget process work? What does “crossover” mean? Sine die 
what?  
  
We’ll find out what else might be coming down the pike at the NC General Assembly 
this session, how the sausage gets made in those cinder-block hallowed halls, and 
what lingo we need to understand to be powerful advocates. 
  
Join Neighbors on Call for this lively discussion with state legislators so you can learn 
how to “NCGA” like a pro. 
  
You’ll hear all the speakers no matter which location you choose. Please join us 
in person if you can - let's keep our community strong!  
  

Chatham Community Library (Pittsboro) 
Sen. Natalie Murdock will join from there. 
We invite you to bring refreshments to share (no alcohol). 

  
Seymour Center (Chapel Hill) 

Rep. Marcia Morey will join from there. 
We invite you to bring refreshments to share (no alcohol). 

  
Carolina Ale House (Durham)  
with Rep. Ray Jeffers (HD 2, Durham/Person)  
We encourage you to purchase refreshments to support Carolina Ale House. 

  
ZOOM (whole universe) 
with Rep. Brandon Lofton (HD 104, Mecklenburg) joining us by Zoom 

ACTIONS 

URGENT Call to action from Every Child NC: Tell State Controller Nels Roseland 
to release the funds our children need! Call 919-707-0500 
  
Last year, the NC Supreme Court ordered the state to release $677 million (which 
is only a portion of the total owed) for our children as part of the Leandro ruling.  
  
State Controller Nels Roseland is OBSTRUCTING the release of these funds. 
Contact his office at 919-707-0500 today to demand he withdraw his Leandro 
motion. 
  
Read more about the issue here. 

 

RSVP for 3/14 rally  

NEW “A People’s Rally at the Capitol” with Democracy NC and partner 
organizations 

Tues 3/14 @ 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
1 E. Edenton St, Raleigh 
  
From the organizers: 

 
 On March 14th, the NC Supreme Court will consider whether to give 
politicians in Raleigh a second chance to restrict our votes.  
  
Join A People's Coalition, a coalition of pro-democracy advocacy groups from across 
the state, for "A People's Rally at the Capitol" to sound the alarm about our state in 
emergency. 

The North Carolina Supreme Court will rehear two crucial voting rights victories 
in Harper v. Hall and Holmes v. Moore on March 14 and 15. This rare court action, 
combined with a slate of proposed legislative attacks on voting access, would have a 
significant impact on how elections are run in North Carolina ahead of the 2024 
presidential election. Simply put, the future of fair, free, and accessible elections is on 
the line in the Tar Heel State.  
  
NoC Carpool location: Mardi Gras Bowling, 6118 Farrington Rd A, Chapel Hill 

Carpool departs at: 10 a.m. 
  
NoC on-site meetup location: 10:50 a.m., corner of Morgan and Fayetteville Streets, 
opposite the NC Supreme Court building 

NEW Equality NC Advocacy Day 
Wednesday, March 29 
9 a.m. - about 4 p.m. (Join for any part of the day that you can.) 
Gather at a location in Raleigh near the Legislative Office Building - TBA 
  

 
 Join Equality NC to advocate at the legislature for pro-LGBTQ+ policies. 
  

No prior advocacy experience is needed, and it’s ok if you can’t attend for the 
full day. Lunch will be provided (please RSVP to Equality NC). 
  
Equality NC will also hold a rally on Thurs. 3/30 at 9 a.m. 
  
See NoC website for RSVP links, NoC carpool locations and Raleigh meet-up, 
etc. 

  
We missed you! The Poder NC team took a much-needed break at the end of 2022 
and came back with our creative juices flowing. After retreating and planning we are 
excited to throw all the way down on building community with you and others who 
know that a better state is possible.  
  
Do you ever feel like you’re the only progressive Latinx in North Carolina? Yeah, we 
know the feeling. Pero somos más! Join our team and other poderoses for comida 
y bebidas on Mar 21, 2023 at Gallo Pelón in downtown Raleigh.  
  
We’re going to spill the tea about our programming and events for this year and how 
we are getting ready for the 2024 elections. Spoiler alert: you will walk away knowing 
that you are not alone and that there are other Latinxs like us who are pro-Black, pro-
Latinx, pro-LGBTQ, and pro-Reproductive Justice.  
  
We have the location, the program for the day, food and drinks will be on us and all 
that is missing is YOU, our guest of honor. ¿Vienes? Bring a friend, too. Lo bueno se 
comparte.  
  
Nos vemos en TWO Tuesdays.

RSVP 

Con mucho amor, 
  
Poder NC 
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