
March 27, 2023 

News from the White House 
President Biden to Kick Off “Investing in America” Tour in North Carolina  
Biden Administration to barnstorm country to highlight how Biden’s economic agenda is 
growing the economy from the middle-out and bottom-up, not top down 
On Tuesday, March 28th, President Biden will travel to Durham, North Carolina to kick 
off his Administration’s Investing in America tour. The tour will highlight how President 
Biden’s Investing in America agenda – including historic investments from the Inflation 
Reduction Act, the CHIPS and Science Act, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and the 
American Rescue Plan – is unleashing a manufacturing boom, helping rebuild our 
infrastructure and bring back supply chains, lowering costs for hardworking families, and 
creating jobs that don’t require a four-year degree across the country. 
From shovels hitting the ground on new infrastructure projects made possible by the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, to new electric vehicle manufacturing facilities as a result 
of the Inflation Reduction Act, to communities benefitting from high-speed internet 
because of the American Rescue Plan, to new semiconductor fabs thanks to the CHIPS 
and Science Act, the tour will highlight how the President’s Investing in America agenda 
is growing the economy from the middle-out and bottom-up, not top down. 
Over the next three weeks, President Biden, Vice President Harris, First Lady Jill Biden, 
Second Gentleman Douglas Emhoff, members of the Cabinet, and senior White House 
officials will visit over 20 states to highlight the impact of the President’s Investing in 
America agenda. 
Prior to the Investing in America tour, the White House will hold an Investing in America 
Cabinet meeting on Monday, March 27, where Cabinet Members from across the 
Administration will come together to discuss how their agencies are working together to 
implement the President’s agenda to expand economic opportunity in every state 
across the country, create good-paying jobs, and lower costs for American families. 
In the next week alone: 

• President Biden will travel to Durham, North Carolina to visit Wolfspeed, a 
semiconductor manufacturer, which recently announced a $5 billion 
investment to build its North Carolina facility and create 1,800 new jobs 
(Editor’s Note: the facility is here in Chatham County, in Siler City. 
President Biden will not visit Chatham County during his visit, however). 

• Senior Advisor and Infrastructure Coordinator Mitch Landrieu will travel to 
Nashville, Tennessee to highlight how the Investing in America agenda is 
creating safer, smarter transportation and expanding electric vehicle charging 
manufacturing. 

• Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo will travel to North Carolina to visit 
manufacturers producing fiber optic cable. As part of the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, the Administration is making high speed internet available across the 
country, and using American-made fiber optic cable in North Carolina to get it 
done. 

• Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg will travel to Arkansas, Texas, 
and Oklahoma to visit airports and air traffic control facilities that are making 
critical safety and infrastructure improvements. Investments from the Biden-
Harris Administration are helping airports undertake a number of safety 
measures, from improved runway design to technology that can help warn pilots 
and air traffic control of potential risks. 

• Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm will visit Puerto Rico to discuss how 
the Administration is working with the island to modernize its power grid and 
provide clean, reliable power – improving Puerto Ricans’ daily lives, supporting 
the economy and small businesses, and strengthening the island’s resilience 
during severe weather events. 

• Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland will travel to Houston, Texas to visit an 
orphan well site that is being plugged to protect the health and wellbeing and 
environment in the community. 

• Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan will visit 
North Carolina to discuss how President Biden’s Investing in America agenda is 
making historic investments to ensure all people and all communities have 
access to clean water. 

The tour will also travel to: California, Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, Kansas, Maine, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont, Wisconsin, and more.   

### 
Call for Chatham County Democratic Party Candidates! 

IT’S AN ELECTION YEAR FOR CCDP! 

Step forward and help craft our team’s culture and strategy for a 2024 win! 

Team Chatham Dems: 

On Saturday, April 15, Chatham County Democrats will elect new leaders. County party 
officers shape the policy, strategy, and process for ensuring Chatham Democrats 
outperform the spectacular voter turnout achieved in 2022.   

If you have ever considered party leadership, now's the time to reach out, talk with 
current leaders about the role and responsibilities, and then step forward. Our county 
party's warm, engaging, and welcoming culture is driven by the leadership team. If you 
enjoy community organizing, have a passion for democratic principles, and are 
determined to turn North Carolina BLUE, then consider serving in one of CCDP's 
leadership roles. 

### 

Important Dates to Remember 

April 2, 12 – 4 p.m. – Pittsboro First Sunday, Downtown Pittsboro 

April 15, 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – Annual CCDP County Convention (Zoom Event) 

Join Chatham County Democrats at our annual county convention. This year we will be 
electing new officers: Chair, 1st Vice Chair, 2nd Vice Chair, 3rd Vice Chair, Secretary, 
and three open positions for State Executive Committee representatives. 
The convention is on Zoom beginning at 10 a.m. Everyone is then welcome to join us at 
the CCDP Community Engagement Center (628 East Street, Pittsboro) for a reception 
from 1 to 3 p.m. We're celebrating the newly elected officers and saying farewell to the 
prior officer team. We also have some SURPRISES up our sleeve that you do NOT 
want to miss! 
Appetizers and cake will be served. Bring a friend!!! But, please sign up so we know 
how to plan for food and drinks. 
Sign up to attend the Convention here. 

Sign up for the after party here. 

May 6, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. – Spring Chicken Festival, Downtown Siler City 

May 7, 12 – 4 p.m. – Pittsboro First Sunday, Downtown Pittsboro 

May 20 – Annual District Convention 

For more upcoming events and details, visit: https://www.ccdpnc.org/calendar-of-
events  

### 

News from the North Carolina Democratic Party 

This week’s news releases: 
GOP State Senator Norm Sanderson Tells Constituents They Are "Last Line of 
Defense Between Evil & God’s Plan for NC" 
At the Pasquotank County Republican Convention last week, State Senator Norm 
Sanderson told area Republicans that they are “the last barrier between all of the ones 
who would do evil in this state and what God wants to do with North Carolina,” and the 
“last bastion” to “keeping Satan out of our lives.” In the same speech, he also indicated 
that it wasn’t “the right time” for Medicaid expansion despite being only one of two 
Republicans to vote against the bill expanding health care to 600,000 North Carolinians. 
“State Senator Sanderson is a fringe extremist who is using his elected position to 
divide us rather than work for the people of North Carolina,” said NCDP spokesperson 
Kate Frauenfelder. “His inflammatory comments are questionable at best –  Phil Berger, 
Mark Robinson, and GOP leadership should answer for them.”  
Read more:  
The Daily Advance: Sanderson visits EC, says area GOP last line of defense 
against 'evil' 
Area Republicans are the last line of defense between evil and God’s plan for North 
Carolina, state Sen. Norman Sanderson, R-Pamlico, told attendees at the Pasquotank 
County GOP Convention last week. 
“I’ve got something to tell you, if you don’t know exactly why you’re here tonight,” said 
Sanderson, who represents the eight counties of the state’s 1st Senate District. “You are 
the last barrier between all of the ones who would do evil in this state and what God 
wants to do with North Carolina.” 
Deciding what to do about abortion in North Carolina also has been a difficult issue, 
Sanderson said. 
“When the U.S. Supreme Court sent the abortion issue back to the states it created the 
biggest mess we’ve ever seen,” he said. 
Lawmakers are trying to reach an agreement on new abortion legislation, and 
Sanderson said it will take 30 senators to override any veto by Cooper. 
“He is going to veto any abortion bill we send him,” Sanderson said. 
The senator also noted that on Wednesday, March 15, he was one of just two state 
senators who voted against a bill. He didn’t identify the bill by title but said the reason he 
voted against it was “because it’s not the right time.” 
According to the state General Assembly’s website, the Senate only voted on two public 
bills that day. One was House Bill 76, which expands Medicaid health insurance 
coverage to more than 600,000 low-income North Carolinians who are currently living 
without health insurance. Joining Sanderson in voting against HB76 was Sen. Eddie 
Settler, R-Alexander.  
Several minutes later, Sanderson returned to the theme of good vs. evil. 
“It’s already been said. The government is coming after everything that we have, and so 
we’re the ones, we’re the last bastion, we’re the last gate to keeping the government out 
of our lives and keeping Satan out of our lives,” he said. 
On Anniversary of HB2 Passage, New Video Reminds Voters of Potential Impact 
of Lt. Governor Robinson’s Extremism 
Seven years ago, the North Carolina legislature passed HB2, a sweeping discriminatory 
law that reversed LGBTQ+ rights, sparking economic disaster as major companies 
pulled out of North Carolina. In total, reports estimated that the law could have cost 
North Carolina more than $3.7 billion and 2,900 new jobs. A video released by the North 
Carolina Democratic Party highlights how Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson’s legacy 
of hate and extremism threatens the future of our state once again.  

 
"Seven years after HB2, North Carolina's top Republican is using his platform to target 
LGBTQ+ people," said NCDP Chair Anderson Clayton. "North Carolina voters rejected 
this brand of hate after HB2 hurt our neighbors and lost us thousands of jobs – we don't 
need politicians like Mark Robinson trying to take us back." 
NCDP Chair on NC House Vote to Expand Medicaid 

The North Carolina House passed Medicaid expansion and it now heads to Governor 
Cooper’s desk for signature after more than a decade of advocacy and leadership to 
expand health care for North Carolinians. North Carolina Democratic Party Chair 
Anderson Clayton released the following statement:  

“On the 13th anniversary of the Affordable Care Act, the General Assembly has finally 
voted to expand Medicaid and get health care to more than 600,000 North Carolinians 
who fall in the coverage gap. This is a huge step forward in ensuring everyone in the Tar 
Heel state has the access to the quality, affordable care they deserve, while 
strengthening our economy and creating jobs in every corner of our state.” 
New Report Uncovers Anti-LGBTQ Comments from Lt. Governor Mark Robinson 
Following news that Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson will announce his bid for 
governor next month, a new report from WSOC uncovered his hateful, anti-LGBTQ 
comments made at an appearance in Mooresville last Sunday. During the sermon, he 
“criticized the Pride flag and pastors who accept LGBTQ members,” saying it makes 
him “sick every time he sees it” because it’s a “direct spit in the face of God almighty.”  
WATCH:  

 
“The people of North Carolina deserve a governor who will create a welcoming and 
inclusive state that attracts good-paying jobs and strengthens communities,” said NCDP 
spokesperson Kate Frauenfelder. “The Lieutenant Governor’s comments are exactly the 
type of hate that would send new business running for the hills and hurt future 
opportunities for North Carolina families.”  
Mark Robinson has built a legacy of bigotry and hate, previously calling the LGBTQ 
community “filth” and the “transgender movement” “full of the spirit of the antichrist.”  
NCDP Chair on Dale Folwell’s Campaign Announcement 
North Carolina Democratic Party Chair Anderson Clayton released the following 
statement after Dale Folwell announced his run for Governor: 
"Dale Folwell has used the Treasurer's office to target LGBTQ state employees for 
political points and advance his own extreme views – putting job-killing divisiveness 
ahead of the people of North Carolina. His announcement today sets up what is sure to 
be a chaotic Republican primary." 
This Week’s Point/Counterpoint: 
POINT: NC Republicans will decrease taxes by eliminating the corporate income tax. 
COUNTERPOINT:   

• Eliminating the corporate tax would mean losing valuable tax dollars that go to 
support NC infrastructure, education, and critical services. 

• Corporations use these public goods as their workers are educated by public 
schools and universities, they use the roads for shipping and transportation, and 
they enjoy the benefit of many NC services provided by taxpayers. It is only fair 
they contribute their fair share of tax in return.  

### 
News from Neighbors on Call 

If you missed last week’s Zoom event, “An Insider’s Guide to the NCGA,” you can watch 
a video recording here.  

ACTIONS 

Other/misc. 
• Legislators in the NC House introduced a bipartisan bill last week to 

legalize online sports gambling. HB 347 would allow betting on collegiate, 
professional, Olympic, and esports. The bill is similar to one that failed by one 
vote last year, but this year’s bill has drawn more sponsors from both sides of the 
aisle. Governor Cooper has indicated he would sign the bill if it passes. 

Governance 
• Both the Governor’s office and the NC General Assembly moved last week 

to address challenges in filling state government jobs. On Monday, Governor 
Cooper issued an executive order directing the Office of State Human Resources 
to include language in job postings that experience can substitute for education 
in most cases. On Tuesday legislators in the NC Senate introduced a bill to 
evaluate state job descriptions and remove college education requirements 
where experience could be substituted. SB 239 passed the Senate’s State and 
Local Government Committee on Tuesday. 

Fair Representation 
• On Tuesday the NC Supreme Court heard arguments in a rehearing of the 

redistricting case decided by the previous NC Supreme Court late last year. 
The newly majority-Republican court’s decision to rehear the case is unusual and 
signals that the court is likely to reverse the ruling in favor of Republican state 
legislators, who argue that they should be allowed to draw maps that have been 
deemed political gerrymanders. 

Voting Rights  
• On Wednesday the NC Supreme Court heard arguments in a voter ID case 

only three months after the case was decided by the previous NC Supreme 
Court. The previous court found a voter ID requirement passed by the state 
legislature in 2018 to be unconstitutional; however, as with the partisan 
gerrymandering case, the new Republican majority is likely to reverse the 
decision. 

Education Policy 
• This week a bill that would restrict what schools can teach about race, 

gender, and sexuality passed the NC House Committee on K-12 Education. 
Republican legislators say HB 187 will prevent teaching of “racially divisive 
doctrines,” citing Critical Race Theory (CRT) as an example, though CRT is not 
taught in K-12 schools. The bill passed the committee in an amended “committee 
substitute” version after significant debate, with Democrats pointing out the 
chilling effect such a bill would have on classroom discussion of difficult topics. 

• On Thursday a bill to require college students to take a course on US 
history or government in order to graduate passed a NC House committee. 
HB 96 would require both 2-year and 4-year college students to pass a test 
covering important events and documents in US history, unless they had already 
passed an AP or IB test in high school covering the same material. 

• On Wednesday a bipartisan bill that would require career planning starting 
in 7th grade passed the NC Senate Education and Higher Education 
Committee. SB 193 would require 7th graders starting in the 2024-25 school 
year to make career plans that would be shared online for their parents to 
approve and would require students to review and revise their plans in their 
sophomore year of high school.  

• On Tuesday the NC Senate advanced six nominees to the UNC Board of 
Governors. Four are currently seated board members, while two are new 
nominees: Harry Brown and Haywood White III. Both are white, male 
Republicans and former members of the NC Senate. The lack of diversity among 
the group of nominees – all are men and all but one is white – prompted 
concerns from Democrats. Attendees at a recent public listening session of the 
Governor’s Commission on the Governance of Public Universities in North 
Carolina also raised concerns about the lack of diversity on the board. 

Economic Policy 
• On Wednesday Governor Cooper released his new budget proposal. The 

proposal includes 18% raises for public school teachers over the next two years 
and an increase in unemployment benefits. His budget would also give an 8% 
raise over the next two years to other state employees, fully fund the Leandro 
settlement, and allocate $1 billion in new mental health care spending and $1.5 
billion for early child care. Further, it would put a stop to planned corporate 
income tax cuts and personal income tax cuts for families making more than 
$200,000 per year. Republican leaders of the NC General Assembly indicated 
that they do not support Cooper’s proposals. 

Environmental Policy 
• On Wednesday the NC House passed a bill that would prevent local 

governments from banning gas appliances. HB 130 is similar to a bill vetoed 
by Governor Cooper in 2021, but 10 Democrats joined a veto-proof majority in 
approving the bill. Natural gas appliances have negative impacts on both health 
and the environment. 

Health Care Policy 
• On Tuesday the NC Senate approved Medicaid expansion in a 43-2 vote. 

The bill will go back to the NC House once more before it is delivered to 
Governor Cooper for his signature. The vote for Medicaid expansion is a 
significant victory; however, Republicans have conditioned the expansion of the 
program on approval of a state budget by the new fiscal year, which means they 
could force unwanted budget compromises on Governor Cooper. 

Gun Violence Prevention 
• On Tuesday Governor Cooper signed an executive order establishing a new 

State Office of Violence Prevention. The office will coordinate state and local 
efforts to prevent violence and firearm misuse, offer training and technical 
assistance, and mount public awareness campaigns. In his announcement, 
Cooper noted that gunfire now causes more injury deaths of children in North 
Carolina than car accidents do. 

Reproductive Rights 
• On March 10 a judge ruled that Republican leaders in the NC General 

Assembly can defend state restrictions on abortion pills in a case 
challenging those restrictions. House Speaker Tim Moore and Senate leader 
Phil Berger requested to formally intervene in the case in January, after Attorney 
General Josh Stein said he would not defend the restrictions challenged in Dr. 
Amy Bryant’s suit. In his ruling, U.S. District Judge William Osteen granted their 
request to intervene, requiring them to file a written response to the lawsuit by 
March 24. 

Criminal Justice 
• On Friday Governor Cooper announced that he won’t veto but also won’t 

sign two bills sent to him by the NC General Assembly, including a bill to 
“prevent rioting and civil disorder.” HB 40 imposes harsher penalties for rioters 
and is similar to a bill Cooper vetoed two years ago, and advocacy groups had 
urged him to again veto the bill to avoid chilling peaceful protest. However, seven 
Democrats, including six Democrats in the NC House, voted in favor of the rioting 
bill. The second bill, which limits rights for long-term hotel and inn residents, is 
also similar to proposed legislation previously vetoed by Cooper. However, the 
hotel bill was supported by 15 Democrats in the NC House. Both bills will 
become law without his signature. 

Selected News and Opinion Stories of Note 

Carolina Public Press: Carolina Public Press Presents Research on State’s Digital 
Divide at NC Local News Summit 

Chapelboro: North Carolina GOP Again Seeking to Limit Racial Teachings 

WFAE: Democrats, Advocates Want North Carolina Corporate Tax Retained 

WRAL: N. Carolina House Sends Pistol Permit Bill to Cooper’s Desk 

Carolina Public Press: Mental Health Care by Video Fills Gaps in Rural Nursing 
Homes 

Chatham News + Record: The New ‘State of the County Health Report’ is In. 
Here’s Why You Should Read It. 

Chatham News + Record: Reives Talks Voting, Development and More 

Chatham News + Record: Newly Passed Bill Could Bring Funding, Recognition to 
Haw River Trail 

Chatham News + Record: Chatham Commissioners – Opioid Funding Settlement 
Funds Approved, Bringing $4 Million to County 

Hopium Chronicles: Video/Analysis: Democrats and the Hispanic Vote 

WRAL: After 13 Years, Medicaid Expansion on its Way to Governor in NC 

Talking Points Memo.com: North Carolina’s Lt. Governor is a Facebook Brawler 
Whose Posts Railed Against Gays, Blacks, and Jews 

Axios: Scoop: Mark Robinson to Announce Bid for North Carolina Governor 

Carolina Public Press: End of COVID Emergency Will Usher in Changes Across 
the U.S. Health System

If you've ever wanted to shape the county party's culture and strategy, now's the time!

I'M INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE! 

CCDP OFFICER ROLES: 

County Party Chair and 1st Vice Chair: As per state party policy, the two individuals 
serving in these roles should be of differing genders. 

2nd Vice Chair: To encourage a diverse leadership team, we need a representative 
from one of the two primary racial minority groups:  African American or Latino/
Hispanic American.  

3rd Vice Chair: Younger voices need to be heard, so this role is reserved for 
someone 36 and under. 

Secretary:  Don’t let the title fool you. This position has an equal voice in determining 
the party’s culture and strategy. 

State Executive Committee (SEC): Chatham sends three elected representatives to 
the state Democratic Party. SEC members have a voice in NCDP policies and 
budgetary concerns. SEC members also vote for state party officers. 
   

County Party Officers collaborate on: 

- Developing a voter turnout strategy for elections; 

- Driving a county party culture that is fun, engaging, and fulfilling for volunteers; 

- Engaging like-minded voters;  

- Educating our community on candidates, issues, and the importance of voting; and  

- Encouraging voters to make their voices heard. 

There is a time commitment associated with these roles. The current officer team: 

- Meets weekly to discuss strategy, planning, and important issues; 

- Meets monthly with the county party Executive Committee; 

- Meets regularly with volunteer team leads to provide support and guidance; 

- Supports precinct leadership in their efforts to grow their voter base. 

RSVP for advocacy day  

Equality NC Advocacy Day at the NCGA  
Wednesday, March 29 
9 a.m. - about 4 p.m. (Join for any part of the day that you can.) 
Gather at a location in Raleigh near the Legislative Office Building - TBA 
  

 
 Join Equality NC to advocate at the legislature for pro-LGBTQ+ policies. 
  

No prior advocacy experience is needed, and it’s ok if you can’t attend for the 
full day. Lunch will be provided (please RSVP to Equality NC). 
  
Equality NC will also hold a rally on Thursday, March 30, at 9 a.m. 
  
**Special Note: You need to RSVP two ways. Go to the NoC website for these 
RSVP links, NoC carpool locations and Raleigh meet-up, etc.** 
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