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You Did It! NCSBE Rejects GOP Signature Matching Proposal for Mail-in Ballots 

Thanks to the efforts of voters like you, the North Carolina State Board of Elections 
(NCSBE) Thursday denied a request from NC Republicans to allow county boards of 
elections to accept or reject mail-in ballots based on signature matching with their voter 
registration. Thanks to all who left comments for NCSBE! Read more here. 

### 

400+ NC Business, Faith and Community Leaders Applaud Governor Roy Cooper 
for Vetoing SB 101 “Show Me Your Papers” Bill 

Again, thanks to the efforts of voters like you, harmful legislation has been halted. 

Statement from ABIC Carolinas Director Yahel Flores.  

“SB101 is economically harmful, morally wrong and threatens the safety of every North 
Carolinian by forcing local law police to execute the duties of federal agents. Over 400+ 
business, community leaders and advocates signed a letter urging the Governor to 
oppose this legislation, and today we applaud his actions. At a time of unprecedented 
labor shortage and rising food costs, we do not need misguided policies that upend 
North Carolina’s workforce and undermine the safety and prosperity of every North 
Carolina family. Immigrant workers compose 53.1% of painters, construction workers, 
and maintenance workers and 49.7% of agricultural workers in the state of North 
Carolina. We applaud Governor Cooper for doing the right thing and safeguarding our 
economy, and we look forward to working with him on policies that create jobs, keep our 
state competitive, and keep families together.”  

### 

Tickets Still Available for Our Chatham Dems Together Fundraiser Sept. 9! 
Have a great evening AND help us raise the funds needed to elect Democratic 
candidates!  
Begin your evening by bopping to Mel Melton and the Wicked Mojo's Louisiana 
dance hall music. During the break uplifting speeches will inspire us to move 
forward toward November. After that jolt of inspiration, finish up the evening by 
"cutting a rug" as Mel's band closes out the night. 
Speakers will be Justice Anita Earls (Assoc. NC Supreme Court Justice), Legislator 
Robert Reives (NC State Legislature, and Rhonda Bullock, PhD (Exec. Director We Are) 
An event ticket is required to attend. If you just want an event ticket - or a ticket with 
dessert - scroll past the event ticket/dinner options and you can just choose to come to 
experience the music and speakers. 
However, do you want to miss this deliciousness? Mel Melton is also a respected 
Cajun chef. He and Main 401 will be providing the dinner for the evening. Desserts will 
come from Pittsboro's Phoenix Bakery. 
Gumbo is at the heart of the dinner. The combination of many diverse ingredients in 
this dish reflects our blended and diverse Democratic party!  
Each meal will come with either a water, coke or diet coke. There are also dessert 
options to purchase separately. 
Purchase tickets here. 

 

### 

Chatham County Schools School Supplies Drive 
July 6 - 31 

The Chatham Education Foundation is sponsoring a school supplies drive through the 
end of July. There are multiple drop-off locations. See below for more info! 

 

### 
Events 
July 19, 5 – 7 p.m. 
Board of Elections Absentee/Regular Meeting 
Board of Elections Office 
984 Thompson Street, Suite D 
Pittsboro 
The board meeting will be open to the public at the Board of Elections office; 984 
Thompson Street, Suite D, Pittsboro, NC 27312 and online via GoToMeeting.  
Meeting access information will be available to citizens prior to each meeting and 
available at the meeting. 
To sign up to receive meeting notices click this link: https://www.chathamnc.org/about-
us/sign-up-for-e-notifier  
Absentee Meeting for Town of Cary Runoff and Regular Scheduled Board Meeting  
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://meet.goto.com/440795277 
 
You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (571) 317-3122 
 
Access Code: 440-795-277 

• Agenda: Agenda July 19 2022  
• Agenda: Options for early voting  

Saturday, July 23, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Meet and Greet with NC House Minority Leader Robert Reives! 
Chatham County Democratic Party Headquarters 
628 East Street 
Pittsboro 
Come out and meet Robert Reives at the new CCDP headquarters! All are welcome! 
Food will be served! 
Sign up here.  

 

### 
News from the North Carolina Democratic Party 
Voter Education and Empowerment Digital Tools 
NCDems.CivicEngine.com (Candidates.ncdp.org) - an online ‘meet your candidates’ 
tool where voters can enter their address and meet the Democrats who will appear on 
their ballot. Democrats like to know who they are voting for and feel informed before 
they go vote. Please be sure to use this tool in your GOTV efforts!  
We also have this great tool translated into Spanish!  
IWillVote.com - the DNC’s online polling place lookup tool! Encourage your voters to 
find their closest early voting site and check their voter registration using this tool!  
ICYMI: Meet an anti-gun safety Senate candidate: Ted Budd 
In the wake of tragic mass shootings across the country and following the passage of 
the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, reporting out today scrutinizes U.S. Senate 
candidate Congressman Budd’s record on gun safety. 
Spoiler alert: it’s bad. 
A gun shop owner, the report notes that Budd has more of an interest in enriching 
himself than protecting and saving lives through common-sense and bipartisan gun 
safety legislation. He has consistently voted against legislation that would require 
background checks to purchase a firearm, enact red flag laws to keep guns out of the 
hands of people who would be harmful to themselves or others, and provide resources 
to hire more school resource officers – all while taking money from the NRA. 
Read more:  
American Independent: Meet an anti-gun safety Senate candidate: Ted Budd 

• For North Carolina Republican Senate nominee Rep. Ted Budd, opposing new 
gun safety laws isn't just a political opinion: It's also an effort to stop any 
additional regulations that would affect his own gun shop and shooting range. 

• Budd, whose ProShots gun facility was worth more than $1,000,000 as of his 
most recent financial disclosure statement, ran for the House seat in North 
Carolina's 13th Congressional District in 2016 as a staunch opponent of gun 
laws. 

• A Budd spokesperson did not immediately respond to an inquiry for this story. But 
his record in Congress is one of both opposing new gun safety laws and trying to 
weaken the ones on the books. 

• In March 2021, Budd voted against the Bipartisan Background Checks Act, a bill 
that would ensure that all purchasers pass a background check before buying a 
gun. 

• Last month, he voted against numerous proposals aimed at addressing gun 
violence. 

• On June 8, he opposed the Protecting Our Kids Act and cast separate votes 
against its individual provisions to raise the age to purchase a semi-automatic 
weapon to 21; require firearms to be traceable; mandate that guns be safely 
stored away from kids; and restrict high-capacity magazines. 

• A day later, he voted against a federal extreme risk protection order law that 
would allow federal judges to temporarily disarm individuals adjudicated to be an 
imminent danger to themselves or others. 

• On June 24, Budd voted against the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, a 
compromise supported by Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell and both of 
North Carolina's Republican senators, calling it a "gun control bill." 

• After the mass shootings that happen more and more frequently in the United 
States, Budd has repeatedly scolded survivors and others for demanding policy 
changes to prevent future attacks. 

• told the Charlotte Observer that people, rather than the devices they use, are the 
problem: "It's intellectually lazy to continue to talk about a device problem when 
the real problem is evil, the darkest parts of human nature that can often go 
unchecked at times." 

• The NRA has returned the love, sending him at least $8,500 in political action 
committee contributions over his political career and spending more than 
$200,000 on "independent expenditures" in support of his campaigns. 

NCDP Kicks Off Defend Choice Week of Action 
Week of action will include phone banking and press events to connect volunteers to 
organizing opportunities to call out the North Carolina GOP’s anti-choice agenda 
The North Carolina Democratic Party today is launching a Defend Choice Week of 
Action as part of a national push that will run from July 12-19 to mobilize supporters and 
engage voters across the country to call out Republicans for opposing abortion rights, 
highlight what is at stake in November, and organize to elect Democrats up and down 
the ballot as the backstop to protecting abortion rights. 
To get involved in the Week of Action, North Carolinians can visit 
www.DefendChoice.org for local organizing opportunities. Additionally, the North 
Carolina Democratic Party is planning events such as Roe v. Wade Day of Action phone 
bank, press events and more.  
“Republicans’ decades-long attack on reproductive rights is the root of the conservative 
Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade – and now the North Carolina GOP 
is going even further to try and make abortions illegal in our state, even in cases of rape 
and incest, going against North Carolinians’ wishes. This Defend Choice Week of Action 
is a chance for North Carolinians to turn their anger into action by working with the 
North Carolina Democratic Party to hold Republicans accountable and help elect 
Democrats up and down the ticket to protect their rights,” said NCDP Spokesperson 
Ellie Dougherty. 
NEW REPORT: Budd Rewarded by Big Pharma After Opposing Efforts to Lower 
Prescription Drug Costs for North Carolinians 
A new report revealed that Congressman Ted Budd opposed legislation that would 
lower prescription drug costs and while being rewarded with thousands of dollars in 
corporate Pharma donations within days of the vote.  
The news follows revelations last week that Budd took lavish trips bankrolled by special 
interests. It’s yet another example of Budd putting his wealthy donors ahead of the best 
interests of North Carolinians. 
Read more:  
American Independent: GOP Senate nominee Ted Budd voted against bill to lower drug 
prices as he took Pharma cash 
Rep. Ted Budd, who recently won the Republican nomination to run in November for the 
North Carolina Senate seat being vacated by retiring incumbent Republican Richard 
Burr, voted in 2019 against H.R. 3, the Elijah E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act, 
which would have lowered the cost of prescription drugs. 
Within days of that vote, he had received thousands of dollars from pharmaceutical 
industry political action committees. 
The 2019 Elijah E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act was a proposal by 
congressional Democrats to bring down the cost of prescription drugs and insulin for 
millions of Americans. It would allow the federal government to negotiate lower prices in 
bulk for several of the most commonly used drugs through the Medicare system, cap 
out-of-pocket medicine costs for Medicare beneficiaries, and make cheaper 
therapeutics available to people with private insurance plans. 
The House passed H.R. 3 on Dec. 12, 2019, by a vote of 230-192. Like nearly all 
congressional Republicans — and the pharmaceutical industry that helps bankroll them 
— Budd opposed it. 
The same day, Budd received a $2,500 contribution from the political action committee 
of pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline, which as of May 16 of this year now goes by 
the name GSK. Five days later, Pfizer's PAC gave him a $1,000 check. By the end of 
2020, he had received a total of $3,500 from each company's PAC. 
Spokespeople for Budd, GSK, and Pfizer did not immediately respond to inquiries for 
this story. 
Days before voting against the legislation — and receiving the pharma industry checks 
— Budd also signed on as a co-sponsor of H.R. 19, the Lower Costs, More Cures Act, a 
pro-industry GOP alternative bill that would not include any negotiated bulk purchasing. 
A version of H.R. 19 is also currently pending in the current Congress. 
In December 2021, Budd voted against a bill to cap the co-pay for a month's worth of 
insulin under private health insurance plans at no more than $35. With more than 1 
million North Carolinians diagnosed with some form of diabetes and many of them using 
insulin to control the disease, such a deal would benefit tens of thousands of the people 
he hopes to represent in the Senate. 
Budd Is All Talk, No Action on Issues Impacting North Carolina’s Military 
Community 
In a radio interview yesterday, Ted Budd attempted to change his tune on supporting 
veterans despite his long record of voting against veterans’ interests. When it mattered 
most, Budd voted against bipartisan legislation that would bring much-needed health 
care to veterans suffering from toxic burn pit exposure overseas and at home.  
This includes North Carolinians living in Camp Lejeune who suffered illness due to 
contamination in the water supply, an important fight for Marine Corps veteran Jerry 
Ensminger who has been working for decades to help families like his who have lost 
loved ones from toxic chemicals at Camp Lejeune. 
North Carolina’s veterans in Greensboro and Charlotte have called Budd out on his 
double-dealing, saying that his actions are a “slap in the face” and he is “not the type of 
leader” needed in the U.S. Senate. 
“It’s time North Carolina veterans and military families have an advocate in the U.S. 
Senate who does more than just talk. Congressman Budd has proven he can’t be 
trusted to deliver for even our state’s most vulnerable veterans,” said NCDP 
spokesperson Kate Frauenfelder. 
ICYMI: NCDP Holds “Defend Choice Week of Action” Raleigh Press Conference 
North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) Chair Bobbie Richardson was joined by State 
Senator and NC-13 congressional candidate Wiley Nickel and Liz Beck, a Johnston 
County mom, for a press conference as part of the Democratic National Committee’s 
Defend Choice Week of Action.  
Throughout the week of action, Democrats in North Carolina and across the country will 
engage supporters and mobilize voters with reproductive rights on the line this 
November after the decades-long Republican campaign to overturn Roe v. Wade.  
From the top-ticket U.S. Senate race down the ballot, organizing to elect Democrats like 
State Senator and NC-13 congressional candidate Wiley Nickel is the backdrop to 
protecting abortion rights in North Carolina amid Ted Budd, Bo Hines and North 
Carolina Republicans’ current efforts to push their extreme agenda to ban abortion in 
our state with no exceptions for rape, incest, or the life of the mother.  
Click here for a full recording of the event. 
“A large majority of people here in the 13th District oppose the Supreme Court’s 
reversal of Roe v. Wade. As a North Carolina State Senator, I’ve fought against bills that 
would restrict access to abortion in North Carolina. In Washington, I will fight to protect 
reproductive health care rights and make sure we protect every woman’s right to 
choose. Bo Hines, my opponent in this race, said he wants to criminalize abortions 
without any exceptions. Extreme positions on abortion are not what voters are looking 
for in this election. North Carolina’s 13th District has the chance to send a message to 
Washington this November by electing pro-choice candidates to represent them,” said 
State Senator and NC-13 congressional candidate Wiley Nickel.  
“In North Carolina, Republicans, including U.S. Senate candidate Ted Budd and 
Republican candidate for North Carolina’s 13th congressional district Bo Hines, are 
pushing an extreme agenda to restrict abortion in our state with no exceptions for rape, 
incest, or the life of the mother. That’s why we’re joining the Democratic National 
Committee and Democrats in North Carolina and across the country to hold a Week of 
Action to turn our anger into action to organize to elect Democrats like Cheri Beasley 
and Wiley Nickel this November,” said NCDP Chair Bobbie Richardson.  
“I’m here today, because as a Democratic voter in NC-13, it’s more critical than ever that 
we take to the ballot box this November to call out North Carolina Republicans, 
including Ted Budd and Bo Hines, for opposing abortion rights. It’s terrifying to think that 
Ted Budd and Bo Hines could represent me. These two men want to ban abortion 
without any exceptions. As a mom, as a woman, as a voter in North Carolina’s 13th 
Congressional District, I’m committed to doing everything I can to help elect Cheri 
Beasley to the U.S. Senate and Wiley Nickel to Congress this November,” said Liz 
Beck, a Johnston County mom.  
REMINDER: Veterans Slammed Ted Budd for Initial Vote Against Honoring Our 
PACT Act 
After voting against the Honoring Our PACT Act earlier this year, Congressman Ted 
Budd finally caved to pressure from North Carolinians and switched his position.  
“It was only after Congressman Budd received a slew of unfavorable press and 
veterans expressed their dismay at his failure to stand up for them that he voted for this 
bipartisan bill. This November, voters will elect a leader who will always stand up for 
veterans – not just when it’s politically expedient,” said NCDP spokesperson Kate 
Frauenfelder. 
Here’s a reminder of how North Carolina veterans responded to his initial vote against 
delivering health care to veterans exposed to toxic burn pits:  
WXII: Veterans urge passage of 'Burn pits' bill... NC Senate candidates are on 
opposing sides. 
WSOC: Charlotte veterans call out Congressman Budd for voting against 
legislation supporting veterans exposed to toxic substances 
Fayetteville Observer: Beasley: Law would honor our commitment to veterans at 
Bragg, Lejeune and across NC 

• This is the kind of commonsense, bipartisan legislation that our veterans, 
servicemembers, and their families need and should expect from their leaders, 
and I would be proud to support it in the U.S. Senate. But my opponent, 
Congressman Ted Budd, voted against the bill in the U.S. House earlier this year. 

• After opposing increasing pay for servicemembers and opposing making it easier 
for veterans to get the care they need, Congressman Budd once again turned his 
back on our veterans and our servicemembers. 

Bad News Budd: Special Interest Ties Define Budd as Corrupt, Bankrolled 
Politician 
Congressman Budd’s record is under scrutiny with new reporting over the last week 
showing he “took advantage of his position” in Congress to cozy up to corporate special 
interests and reap the benefits  – from Club for Growth to Big Pharma. And in a new op-
ed this morning, End Citizens United President Tiffany Muller is slamming Budd for 
putting the interests of his wealthy donors ahead of North Carolinians.  
What North Carolinians are reading about Ted Budd:  
American Independent: GOP Senate nominee Ted Budd voted against bill to lower drug 
prices as he took Pharma cash 

• Rep. Ted Budd, who recently won the Republican nomination to run in November 
for the North Carolina Senate seat being vacated by retiring incumbent 
Republican Richard Burr, voted in 2019 against H.R. 3, the Elijah E. Cummings 
Lower Drug Costs Now Act, which would have lowered the cost of prescription 
drugs. 

• Within days of that vote, he had received thousands of dollars from 
pharmaceutical industry political action committees. 

• The House passed H.R. 3 on Dec. 12, 2019, by a vote of 230-192. Like nearly all 
congressional Republicans — and the pharmaceutical industry that helps 
bankroll them — Budd opposed it. 

• The same day, Budd received a $2,500 contribution from the political action 
committee of pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline, which as of May 16 of this 
year now goes by the name GSK. Five days later, Pfizer's PAC gave him a 
$1,000 check. By the end of 2020, he had received a total of $3,500 from each 
company's PAC. 

WGHP: Senate candidate Ted Budd’s expensive trips paid for by benefactors draw 
criticism from Democrats 

• During his early years as the representative of North Carolina’s 13th 
Congressional District, Rep. Ted Budd, like most of his colleagues, took 
advantage of his position to take several trips funded by outside groups. 

• But now those sometimes-lavish trips that were paid for by his benefactor Club 
for Growth and other conservative organizations are drawing new scrutiny after 
members of his own party attacked him during the Republican US Senate 
primary, which he won, for the outside money his campaign had received. 

• “The same special interests that spent millions to get Congressman Budd 
through the primary also paid for his luxury trips around the world,” she said in a 
statement for WGHP. “It’s the latest example of how Congressman Budd is 
another corrupt politician who wants power at all costs and plays by his own rules 
to help himself.” 

• Said NC Democratic Party Chair Bobbie Richardson in a statement for WGHP: 
“Congressman Budd is a corrupt Washington politician who took tens of 
thousands of dollars in special interest money to go on luxury trips while failing to 
deliver results on the critical issues facing North Carolinians.” 

• Chris Cooper, a government professor and elections expert from Western 
Carolina University, said that “when politicians talk of ‘the swamp,’ this is exactly 
the kind of thing they’re referring to.  

Indy Week: Op-Ed: Ted Budd Travels on the Special Interest Dime 
• The more we learn about Congressman Ted Budd, the more clear it becomes 

that he is a corrupt politician who plays by his own rules to help himself and his 
wealthy donors—at the expense of North Carolina families. 

• North Carolinians who turned on the TV over the spring saw first-hand how cozy 
Ted Budd is with his special interest allies. His dark money allies like Club for 
Growth dragged him across the finish line of the nasty GOP Senate primary with 
over $14 million in ads. 

• Now, new reporting reveals that Budd “took advantage of his position” in 
Congress and is even more personally indebted to corporate special interests 
than we thought. Last week, North Carolinians learned that in Congress, Budd 
took a series of trips worth over $30,000 to destinations like Miami, Palm Beach, 
and Oslo, Norway—all funded by corporate special interests. He stayed at luxury 
resorts where rooms cost minimum $900 per night, while taking thousands of 
campaign dollars from corporate special interests and voting to pad their bottom 
lines in Washington. 

• Election experts called it the epitome of the DC “swamp” and agreed voters 
should be concerned about where their politicians like Budd’s loyalties lie. 

ICYMI: NCDP Holds “Defend Choice Week of Action” Charlotte Press Conference 
North Carolina Democratic Party (NCDP) Chair Bobbie Richardson was joined by 
House Representative and SD-42 candidate Rachel Hunt and President of the 
Democratic Women of North Carolina Elizabeth Goodwin for a press conference as part 
of the Democratic National Committee’s Defend Choice Week of Action.  
Throughout the week of action, Democrats in North Carolina and across the country will 
engage supporters and mobilize voters with reproductive rights on the line this 
November after the decades-long Republican campaign to overturn Roe v. Wade.  
From the top-ticket U.S. Senate race down the ballot, organizing to elect Democrats like 
House Representative Rachel Hunt is the backdrop to protecting abortion rights in North 
Carolina amid Ted Budd and North Carolina Republican legislative leaders’ current 
efforts to push their extreme agenda to ban abortion in our state with no exceptions for 
rape, incest, or the life of the mother.  
“In North Carolina, Republicans, including U.S. Senate candidate Ted Budd, are 
pushing an extreme agenda to restrict abortion in our state with no exceptions for rape, 
incest, or the life of the mother. That’s why we’re joining the Democratic National 
Committee and Democrats in North Carolina and across the country to hold a Week of 
Action to turn our anger into action to organize to elect Democrats like Cheri Beasley to 
the U.S. Senate and Rachel Hunt to the State Senate this November,” said NCDP Chair 
Bobbie Richardson. 
“As a House Representative and now State Senate candidate, I know that everything is 
on the line when it comes to protecting North Carolinians’ right to choose this 
November. Republican state legislative leaders, Tim Moore and Phil Berger, are already 
trying to reinstate a 20 week-abortion ban. We can’t let Republicans get away with this 
extreme anti-choice agenda. In the State Senate, I will do everything in my power to 
continue to defend choice and stand up to Republicans’ anti-choice agenda,” said 
Representative and SD-42 candidate Rachel Hunt.  
“From the U.S. Senate to the State Capital, we need Democrats in all levels of 
government who will defend choice and protect and fight for our rights. It’s terrifying to 
think that Ted Budd and a Republican supermajority in the state legislature could pass 
laws that would take away North Carolinians’ rights. As a woman and North Carolina 
voter, I’m committed to doing everything I can to defend choice and help elect Cheri 
Beasley to the U.S. Senate and Rachel Hunt to the State Senate this November,” said 
President of the Democratic Women of North Carolina Elizabeth Goodwin. 
NC Republicans in Congress Vote Against Protecting Reproductive Freedom  
As GOP leaders call to ban abortion nationally, every North Carolina Republican in 
Congress, including Congressman Ted Budd, voted against popular measures that 
would guarantee every American freedom to make their own health care decisions 
All eight North Carolina Republicans in Congress voted against the Women’s Health 
Protection Act that would restore Roe v. Wade as the law of the land, and the Ensuring 
Access to Abortion Act that would protect women who travel to another state to get an 
abortion.    
“After pushing for decades to overturn Roe v. Wade and to ban abortion with no 
exceptions for rape or incest, North Carolina Republicans in Congress today once again 
voted against legislation to protect reproductive freedom and ensure patients have the 
right to access abortion. The stakes in November could not be higher: While Democrats 
are working to protect North Carolinians’ rights and freedoms, Republicans want states 
to be able to strip women of their rights and make it a crime to seek access to health 
care,” said NCDP Spokesperson Ellie Dougherty. 
Today’s vote comes after Republicans in Congress have increasingly called to pass a 
national abortion ban if they win a majority, which House Republican leader Kevin 
McCarthy said he would support. And, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell said 
it is “possible” the Senate could take up national abortion ban legislation. In North 
Carolina, Republicans, including Congressman Ted Budd, are pushing an extreme 
agenda to restrict abortion in our state with no exceptions for rape, incest, or the life of 
the mother. North Carolina Republican legislative leaders Tim Moore and Phil Berger 
are also pushing to reinstate a 20-week abortion ban. 
Editorial: It's time to stop. Nothing "fictional" about Jan. 6 insurrection 

• The only things “fictional” in all this are the phony scenarios and fanciful myths 
concocted by Trump, Mark Meadows and others. Their fictions and lies are all 
being meticulously disclosed and exposed by the Jan. 6 congressional 
committee. 

• The 2020 votes in North Carolina, Georgia, Arizona, Pennsylvania and the other 
46 states were honestly cast and the ballots fairly counted. The big lie has gone 
on too long. 

• If Phil Berger can’t express unqualified acceptance of the elections results – and 
denounce those who continue to insist otherwise – he should step aside so 
others who do believe in America and the rule of law can govern. 

• Click here to read the full article. 
### 

News from Congressman David Price’s Office 

### 

News from Neighbors on Call 
Voting Rights 

• “Tangled efforts, fraud allegations, may keep Green Party off the ballot in 
NC” –Travis Fain, WRAL 

Economic Policy 
• The NC General Assembly ended its short session on July 1 without 

achieving many of its policy goals. Several issues the legislative body 
considered, including Medicaid expansion and medical marijuana legalization, 
stalled in the NC House and may or may not be picked back up in future 
sessions. The budget submitted by legislators also did not include either 
additional tax cuts Republicans had sought or $200 gas tax rebates Democrats 
had proposed, nor were raises for teachers or state employees as high as some 
lawmakers had advocated for. Lawmakers did include a $250 million plan to 
improve the government complex in downtown Raleigh and $1.5 million for a pilot 
training program for sexual assault nurse examiners at Fayetteville State 
University. 

• On Thursday and Friday Governor Cooper signed a series of bills into law. 
Among the new laws were: 

• HB 674 which prohibits hospitals from charging sexual assault victims for rape 
kits 

• HB 615, a law that allows for temporary extension of domestic violence 
protection orders to cover a gap between expiration and a hearing for a new 
order 

• HB 768, which removes a requirement for bars that don’t serve food to collect 
patrons’ contact information 

• HB 607, a law that would temporarily stop the automatic deletion of some 
criminal records 

• HB 619, called Weston’s Law after a young boy who was killed in a rental beach 
home elevator, improving safety standards for elevators in short-term rental 
properties 

• SB 201, a transportation bill that originally included a provision that would have 
allowed the Department of Transportation to use automatic license plate reader 
systems; this provision was removed after Republican concerns about “privacy” 
and “governmental overreach.” 

Women’s Rights  
• On Wednesday Governor Cooper signed an executive order to protect 

abortion access in North Carolina. The order, which comes after the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, bans cabinet officials from cooperating 
with criminal investigations of NC abortion providers or people from out of state 
who traveled to North Carolina seeking an abortion. It also prohibits cabinet 
agencies from requiring pregnant employees to travel to states with curtailed 
abortion rights. 

### 
Selected News and Opinion Stories of Note 

Chapelboro.com: Polling on Abortion Rights Shows Some Potential to Swing 
2022 Midterm Forecasts 

Chapelboro.com: Cooper Signs NC Budget; COVID-19 Emergency to End Aug. 15  

The Assembly NC: Cast in a New Light 

MyFox8.com: Senate Candidate Ted Budd’s Expensive Trips Paid for By 
Benefactors Draw Criticism from Democrats 

American Independent: GOP Senate Nominee Ted Budd Voted Against Bill to 
Lower Drug Prices as He Took Pharma Cash 

Utilitydive.com: Appeals Court Upholds FERC Approval of Southgate Pipeline 
Project but Legal Hurdles Remain 

Fox46.com: Consent Order Filed Requiring Colonial Pipeline to Pay Nearly $5M 
Penalty for ‘State’s Largest Gasoline Spill’  

NCLCV.org: State Budget: Good, Bad, and Ugly? 

NCLCV.org: SCOTUS To Review NCLCV v. Hall 

CNBC: North Carolina is No. 1 in America’s Top States for Business 

Chapelboro.com: Judge: NC Voters With Disabilities Can Choose Who Help Them 

Axios.com: North Carolina’s Local News Scene is Changing 

Carolina Public Press: Monkeypox Cases Spreading in NC 

WRALTechWire.com: Site Prep for $4B Chatham Car Plant to Begin Soon; Some 
Jobs Already Posted  

The Assembly NC: A Major Departure at NC’s Community Colleges

In the wake of recent attacks on reproductive rights, the House of Representatives 
voted today to pass two critical bills: H.R. 8296, the Women’s Health Protection Act, 
and H.R. 8297, the Ensuring Women’s Right to Reproductive Freedom Act. These bills 
strengthen a woman’s right to an abortion and establish key protections for individuals 
to access essential reproductive health care. I was proud to vote yes on each of these 
bills.   
The Women’s Health Protection Act would safeguard a patient’s statutory right to 
abortion care and ensure legal protections for health care providers to provide 
abortions, without fear of retaliation. It would also allow the Department of Justice, 
individuals, or care providers to bring a lawsuit against states or government officials 
that block access to these essential health care services.   
The Ensuring Women’s Right to Reproductive Freedom Act would prohibit anyone 
acting under state law from interfering with a person's ability to access out-of-state 
abortion care services. As you know, many states have taken steps to ban or seriously 
limit reproductive rights and access to abortion care; this bill would guarantee 
protections for anyone who travels across state lines to receive lawful reproductive 
care.  
As a steadfast supporter of a woman’s right to choose, I am committed to advancing 
reproductive autonomy for all. In my role as a senior member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, I have stood up against Republican attempts to defund 
Planned Parenthood, Title X family planning programs, and other federal initiatives 
that impede access to safe reproductive care.  
House Democrats took a strong step to affirm reproductive rights for all by passing 
these two bills, and I am confident that we will continue to advance legislation that will 
further protect this right. I urge my colleagues in the Senate to promptly follow suit and 
pass these critical pieces of legislation. As your representative, I remain committed to 
pushing back against these extremist policies and will continue to advance protections 
in the federal legislative sphere. As always, please stay in touch on issues of concern.

Sincerely,  

 
David Price 
Member of Congress 
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